| ad ſold by. F.-and C; RivincToN, B. and C. Law, Canes 


GREAT IMPORTANCE 


RELIGIOUS LIFE 
CONSIDERED: Sos 


— 


'To WHICH ARE ADB 


Some MORNING AND EVENING 


| 7 A 
"The THIRTIETH ſCrion; Corredted. Nr 
———_——— 


F of 
_ ; 


LONDON: OR of 


 PRINTED-BY M., BROWN, _ 


"For W. and W. GINGER, 
5 Near the King's School, Weſtminſter. © 


and Davies, T.N. LoxoMAN, G, G. and JaRonins0n, 
RB. BaLÞwiN, Ge. and 'T, _ Wilx1s, E. NEwBSRY, | 
# 'SCATCUSAT; W.-BzxrT, L, B. CER” I 
;- +5; 00G Bs CroSBY. 


'P: R 3 E R s. ey : 


\\ Y ” F . 
[ ; $ | _ | . | | | | 
” — _ : 
SOTF (oy | 
| K, q o 
£ FW 2 4 
a E PI, ” Py a... — lt. —_ tn rt... Az. = Mc ——Y _. — a ds.—— — a. then... Bhs. BAM. Py 
: k : ry 
6 "yo penent c a. - "FO 4 
- — - — | | 
_” 1 : 
- < . - 
# 


q * 
1797+ DR as Ws 
N ; | 
- % Y Mt», f . R £ 


bk 


— 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE honourable and very ingenious Come 
er of A Catalogue of Royal and Noble 
\uthors in England, having aſcribed the 
olowing excellen; Treatiſe to Joan PERCE- 
AL Earl of Egmont ; I think it incumbent. 
pon me 16 declare, in juſtice to the revered 
memory of my honoured Father, that The 
reat Importance of a Religious Life, 
vas written by the late WiLL1am MELMOTH, 
Lincolw's-Inn, Eſq. and firſt publiſhed early 
the beginning of the preſent century. 


Bath, May, 6, 
1790, 
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» may add Weight, perhaps, t to the 
. Refletions. contained in the following BE 
Pages, to inform the Reader that the Av- 
thor's Life was one uniform Exemplar of 
I thoſe Precepts, which, with ſo befievo- 
glent a Zeal and ſo pathetic a Simplicity 
of Style, .he endeavours to recommmend- 
to general Prattice. He left others to 
cadtend for Modes of Faith, and inflame 
themſelves and the World with endleſs 
| Controverſy : it was the wiſer Purpoſe of 
his. more ennobled Aim, to a& up to-thoſe 
clear Rules of Condu&t which Revelation 
hath graciouſly preſcribed. | He poſſeſ- 
ſed by Temper every moral Virtue ; by. 

Religion every Chriſtian Grace, ' He had a 

Humanity that melted at every Diftreſs; a - 
: a3 Cha- F_ 


—_— 


Charity which not only thought na Evil; 
but ſuſpe&ted none: and he exerciſed his 
Profeſſion with a Skill and Integrity, which. 
nothing ould equal bur the diſintereſted | 
Motive. that animated his-Labours,. or the | 
amiable Modeſty which accompanied all 
his Virtues. He employed his induſtry, 
not to gratify his.own. Deſires; no Man 
| indulged himſelf leſs: not to accumulate 
uſeleſs Wealth ; no. Man. more diſdained 1o. 
unworthy. a.Purſuit: it was: for the decent 
Advancement of his Family, for the gene- 
_ rous Aſſiſtance of his Friends, for the ready. 
| Relief of the Indigent.. How often did he 
exert his diſtinguiſhed Abilities, yet refuſe, 


” the Reward of them, in Defence of he 


Widow, the. Fatherleſs, and. of _ him that had 
none to help -him! In a 'word, few. have everſi 
paſſed- a. more uſeful, not one. a. more 
blameleſs. Life ; and his.whole. Time. Was 
employed either.in doing Good, or.in me- 
ditating it. He-died on the. 6th Day of 
April 1743, in- the 56th Year. of his Age, 
and lies buried under the. Cloiſter- of 


'  Lincolw's-Inn Chapel. 
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l L- H Fa Defien of the folloingT reati FF isg. 
) to awaken in the Minds of unthinking 
; Men, a ſerious Senſe of Reitgion.anda true 
W Concern for the Intereſt. of their immortal: 
W Souls: a Defign, at all-Times ſeaſonable- 
and necefſary, but: more eſpecially at this: 
Time, when awe ſee ſuch Numbers of Per-- 
| ſons carried away with+ the immoderate 
Love of Pleaſure, and ſuch Arts invented 
to grat y thetr Ie ard-+ vicious IH ch=- 
nations.. 
Whoever refletts, with a fue C: oncerns. 
upon the Exceſſes and Debaucheries which» 
have overfpread this Nation, and bas any+ 
Regard for the Honour of God, and the 
| Intereſt of that Holy Religion which Chriſt Do 
Feſus-came dvwn from Heaven to eſtabliſh 
pon the Earth; will eaſily be convinced, 
that all Endeavours poſſible: ought to. be. 
Y wed, fo flem the Torrent of Wickeaneſs 
which 1s broken-in upon us, and.to pre-- 
Vens 


PREFACE. 
vent the miſchievous Effefts of thoſe public 
Diverſions, which the Generality of Peo- 
ple are grown ſo fond of ; I mean the Maſ- 
querades and Plays. In thoſe Semmaries i 
of Vice and Irreligion, every Thing is. 
contrived to inflame the Paſſions and cor- 
rupt the tender Minds. of young Perſons ; 
and I am perſuaded, they bave greatly 


_ contributed to that general Negle of God. 


and Religion, which is ſo vijible among us.. 

Whether any Thing that is here offered, 
will be effeftual to. draw Men off from the 
purſuit. of thoſe deceitful Vanities, 7 can- 
not ſay ;. but ſure Tam (if the Scripture is 
to be the Rule of our Prattice,. as moſt un- 
doubtedly it 15), it muſt be the Duty of every; 
one,. not only to take care that be give no. 
Encouragement by bis Example, to theſe li- 
centious and enſnaring Entertainments; 


| but alſo to do what in him lies, to diſſuade 


others, eſpecially thoſe under his Care, 


from reforting to Places of ſo much Dan= 


ger and Infefion, 


PREFACE: 
It 'muſt be confefſed, that it 1s:no eaſy: 
= Matter to- prevail on thoſe who are carried 
W away by the falſe Maxims and Pratiice_ 
f of a corrupt and deluded W, orld, to re-. 
8 n0unce their ſenſual Gratificati ons, for: 
the more refined Pleaſures of Virtue and. 
W Religion; but the difficulty of the Work 
8 hula not: diſtourage: the attempt. Þ# 
have therefore attempted, according t0: - 
my Ability, to tay before the Reader 
the Advantages attending a_good Life ; 
in Hope, that wheever ſerioufly confi-- 
ders "what is ' urged in- the Jollowmg- 
Pages, will be convinced. there is no Plea-. 
ſure to be: compared with: that of a good- - 
Conſtience'; and' that Religion really is, 
what it <vas defigned by the great Author: 
of it" to be, the only ſolid Foundation of our 
Prot as well as future, Happineſs. 
F am fenfible that what. I. ſhall offer = 
hath been. inculcated with much. greater: © 
Advantage in many. of thoſe excellent Dif-- 
courſes which are already extant; yets. 
when 1 configer how much Good hath been. 
anne: 


_PREF ACE: 
ddne by: thoſe final Trafts- whith have been 
printed and difþer/ed. of late Years, Þ ants 
encouraged. to hope that this little Treatiſe 
may prove. of ſome Service';, as a check. af 
leaſt, to that inſatiable. Thitft of. ſenſual 
Pleaſures, which ſeems'th be the. Dzſeaſe of 
the preſent Ages and which muſt undoubt- 
euly: deſtroy the Love of: God wherever ;r 
MFevatts.. : .. - 

1 have added. ome Thalppin's at NY End of 


this Bak, not with an Intention to preferibe 


70 any. one, but to afſiſt-thoſe who are not. 


furniſhed with. befter Helhs ; well know- 


ing how important. a, Duty Prayer is, and 


 haw- highly neceſfary it 4s: for every. good 


Chriſtian to-be frequend.in his Addreſſes to 
_ the Throne of Grace, if ever he expetts the 
Favour of God, and hopes 'to find GRACE | 
' to help him.in Time of Need. - 

. May God\of bis great: Goodneſs give a 
Bleftng.' to: theſe weak Engeavours, and. 


_ render them; ng to. ths IP 
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HAT muſt I do to be: ſaved? © was. a 
Queſtion, which the trembling and 
aſtoniſhed Jailer put to Paul and Silas, when 
he faw the' Priſon-Doors'opened in a mira- 
culous Manner : a Queſtion of the utmoſt 
| Moment and Importance, and which It. - 
nearly concerns us all-to' be well reſolved. 
For, if there'be a Life after the preſent, 

and we do n6t-die like the-'Beaſts that 
periſh; if Death does not put a final Pe- 
riod to our Exiſtence; but when this'ſhort 
Life is ended, we enter upon the Regions 
of Eternity, and ſhall be 'for ever happy 
or miſerable, according ' as we demean_ 

| our- 


" 
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The Great Importance 


-ourſelves in this ſhort Time of Trial and 


Probation—If this be the State and Con- k 


dition of Mankind (as the Voice of Rea- lf 


ſon, the Ditates of Conſcience, and the ; 
Holy Scriptures, do loudly proclaim it iſ 


11s), how does it behove every one of us to 


inquire, what we muſt do tO attain everlalt- 
ing Life ; and to conſider, whether we are 
1n "the Way that leads to Heaven and Im- 
mortality ?-or,-if we'trave been fo unhappy 
to wander out of it, how we may recover 
and return to it agaln LY OR 


This 4s an Inquiry that delorws our ut- 


moſt Diligence and attention. For, if we 


are ignorant of the Will of God, or, know- 


 ing-[it, will not. follow or. be led: by that 
- unerring Light, but ſuffer ourſelves to be 


hurried away,by our unruly Paſſions in the 

Purfuit of the Things of this Life; we are 
wretched and miſerable, blind and naked, 
notwithſtanding all our attainments : and 
we ſhall one Day be convinced to our 


| Sorrow, that there is no Folly like that 


of preferring Things temporal to Things 


eternal, Whatever "uf Children of this 


World 


Of a RELiciovus Lire. 


W/0714 may think, and how much ſoever 
: tirey may applaud their. own 'Wiſdom in 
Wontriving Schemes to be_. Rich and 
W3reat; yet if their chief Care and Con-_ 
Wern is about theſe things, it is_certain 
r pet will be found Fools, when' weighed 
Bn the Balance of true Wiſdom. . FOO or =p. 
He that is truly wiſe will conſider, that 

Whe has a Soul as: well as a Body to take 
Wcare of; a Spiritual and immortal Subſtance 
Ewhich, can never die; but when enlarged 
from that Priſon in which it is- now_con- 
C fined, muſt live for ever, either in Hap- 
Epineſs or Miſery. Shall we then be fo 
fooliſh, as to confine our ambitious Pur- 

Iſuits within _ the narrow Limits of this 
World, without conſidering what will be 

the. .condition of our Souls hereafter ? 

Shall we labour and toil tor the "Meat that 

periſheth ; and be cold and indifferent 

| about the momentous Concerns of Eter- 
nity ? Shall we ſpare no Pains in order to 

increaſe our temporal. Eſtates, 'and to lay 

up Goods for many Years; when we know 

not, but this Night our fouls 1 may be required 

of us? Ahd if we have made no proviſion 

oe ns F534 1+ Wor 
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PM The Great Importance 

| for their everlaſting Welfare; what will if 

i! avail us that we have been Rich and Greaf 

i | in this World? : 
HH ' The Faſhion of this World paſſeth away 

and all the Glory and Splendour of it will 

| in a little Time, have an End. How greafl | 

then is the Folly of that man, and how deW 

plorable will his C ondition be, who, inſtead 

of ſeeking the Kingdom of God and bis Righ 

- teouſneſs in the firſt place, has conſumed his 

Days in ſeeking after the Honours and 

Riches of this World, and has worn him 

_ felf out in the' Purſuit of thoſe Thing 

| which are of 'no value in the Sight off 

ks Mat. xvi. God'? Wretched Stupidity ! Yhat-ſhall if 

tf © profit a Man, if be ſhall gain the wholl 

i World and loſe his own Soul ? Time bears 

= no Proportion to Eternity, The moſt 

| _exquiſite Pleaſures of this Life, which : 

beſt are but. of a ſhort Continuance, ca 

| never compenſate for the Loſs of that | 

Happineſs, which God has prepared fo 

them that love him. How miſerably thenfi 

will that man be deceived, who place 

all his Hopes and Happineſs in the poo 

and empty Satisfaftions of a ſenſual Life; 

who looks no farther - than the preſent} 

Time, 


Of a RELicious Liars. 
W7tine, and lives as if he cared not what be- 


enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon ! 


15 to be content, for the Sake of a. preſent 


Wever hereafter ? I wiſh indeed there were 
W none ſuck : But, alas ! there are too many 
What make this ſad Choice. Not that any 
one chooſes Evil for: the fake-of Evil, or 


BDcilre of Happineſs is inſeparable from 
Wour Nature) ; but in the Scripture account 
Jof Things, . he is ſaid to chooſe Deſtruc- 


leads to it. For God has been pleaſed ts 


Curſing : Rewards on the one Hand, to en- 
courage our Obedience ; and Puniſhments 
Won the other, to deter us from Sin. As the 
man therefore, whoobeys the Commandnients 


tranſgrefles them, chooſes Dearth: that Neath 
which God has threatened to the Sinner, 


7s Death, and he that chooſes the one (let 
=, B 2 his 


Whhort-lived Happineſs, -to be miſerable for 


tion, who walks in. the broad Way that 


ame-of him hereafter, provided he may but 


| | But ſome, perhaps, may aſk, Where is - _ 
the Man ſo abandoned to Folly and Madneſs, . 


Epreters Miſery - betore Happineſs (for a 


et before us Life and Death, Bleſſing and Deut.xx XXX. | 
9 


of God, chooſes Life ; ſo he that deliberately | 


Weven Death eternal. For the Wages of Sin 


Rom. ii. does not know) that God will render to every 
O, 7, 8,9: Man according to his Deeds: To them, who, F 
- by. patient Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek for 


< Life : but unto them that are contentious, Y 
. and do not obey the Truth, but obey UnrizhW 
Feouſneſs., Tndignation and Wrath, Tribula-W 


he may think himſelf, and how muck 


determined his choice to the latter : — 


The Great Importance | | 


his Pretences be what they may) —_ 
be ſaid to chooſe the other ; becauſe hel : 
knows (at leaſt it is his. own Fault, if < 


Glory and Honour and Immortality ; eternal 


tion and Anguiſh, upon every Soul Y Man that 
goth evil, 

See, then, what wretched Folly. 1 the 
Sinner is guilty of, (how wiſe ſoever 


ſoever he may deſpiſe the ſober Part 
of Mankind), when he firſt enters upon 
a Life of Wickedneſs! For he is the 
evidencing to all the World, that, Life 
and Death being ſet before him, he has 


Choice ſo abſurd and unaccountable, that 
did. not Experience convince us 1t 1s often 
made, we could hardly. think it poſſible 
for a rational Creature to be ſo blind. 

Bl:ffed God! haſt thou ſet before us Happi 
neſs and Miſery ; Foys unſpeakable and fuli 


0 


Of a-ReLiciovs Life. 


Wn intolerable on the other | haſt thou given. 
els :be Light of Reaſon to guide us, and ſa-, 
eBWperadded that of thy Holy Spirit to ullumi- 
W-atie and inftruft us; haſt thou implanted in 
Wir Nature a Dread of, und Averſion from, 
ain and Miſery, and an enſatiable and 
mever-ceaſing Thirſt after Happineſs ; and is 
pt poſſible for us, after all this, to be ſo blind 
Ward jenſe;efs,, ſuch Enemies to our 0W3 Souls, 
$014 /o regardleſs of their eternal Welfare, as 
to prefer the dark IFays of Sin and Miſery 
before tDſe bleſſed Paths that lead to the 
i right Regions of Bliſs and Glory !—Alas ! 
WW /uch wretched Fools are too many among us, 
= who, notwith/tauding all that thou haft done 
Wor 45, will not hearken, nor be adviſed, but 
_ 7:12 headiong into the Ways of Sin aA De- 
Jr :100. 
= This indeed 1s a maliwetioly Confide- 
@ ration :. and what ſhall we ſay to awaken 
8 Men Gut of this fatal Lethargy, and to- 
W inſpire them with a juſt Senſe of their 
f Danger? what! but intreat them to conſi- 
der, "that, unleſs they repent, they will cer- 
tainly periſh ? For the Wrath of God is revealed 
againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
-B--J Men : 


_ 


Bee. 


rf Glory on the one. Hand, and. Torments endleſs 


| 


8. The. Great Importance 

AQs xvii. Men :—and though God winked at the Times\ 
of Jgnorance ; ; yet now he commandeth all 
Men every where to repent ; becauſe he hath 

- appointed a" Day, in which he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, &y that Man whom 
be hath ordained; whereof he hath given Af- 

 farance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the Dead, In that awful day, 


| Rev. vi. Sinners will i vain call to the Mountains 
and Rocks to fall on them, and to hide them - 


$6.35, 


from the Face of him that | fitteth on the 
N brone, and from the Wrath of the. Lamb.— 
For, when the great- Day of his Wrath is 
come, who ſhall then be able to fland? — 
© Who, indeed, ſhall be able to ſtand before 
| the Face of an incenſed God, and hear 
him pronounce that dreadful Sentence, 


Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 


ing Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels ?—Ah! who can bear an Eternity 


If. xxxiii,of Horror and Deſpair? J/ho 'can dwell 


I 4+ with implacable Fiends 27 OE D- 


ings ? T3 PETE mw 
- Theſe” are : Cocfidedinions: of ;ofinite 


teouſly 


Concern, and ſufficiently ſhew us: the 
great Neceſſity of aenying Ungodiineſs. 
_ and  Worldly Lufts, and living righ- 


_ » 
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Of a REL1iG10us LIFE. 
ouſly, ſoberly and godlily, in this preſent 
Pcrid. But becauſe the weightieſt Truths, 
hen their Conſequences are not 1mine- 
ately felt, are too apt to be diſregarded ;. 
J ſhall enlarge a little upon the great Im- 
dortance of a religious Life, by endeavour- 
g to prove theſe 7hree Things: "ew 
VB 

I, That there is no ſolid Happineſs to be 
tained in this Life, but i in the Praftice of 
Religion, 


ES 
IT. That as Religion 1s. the only Thing 
hat can make us happy. whike we live, ſo. 
there is nothing but a good Life can give 
$ afy comfortable Proſpe&t, whey? we come ' 


Wto die, 


W 111. That a conſcientious Obſervance of 

the Duties of Religion will not only make 
us live happily and die comfortably ; bur, 
what 1s infinitely beyond all this, will moſt 
certainly be rewarded with - eternal Hap-. 
pineſs in the Life. to come. _ 


 Firſ, this 1 ſhall endeavour to prove, 
That there is no ſolid Happineſs 10 be attained 
in tits Life out 1, in the Praftice of Religion. 


B 4 : It 


IO 


The Great Importance. 
" Tt has,ever been the great Artifice of the 


Devil, to poſſeſs the Minds of unthinking 
Men with an Opinion that. Religion is a| 


ſour, moroſe, ill-natured principle; an 
Enemy to whatever 1s pleaſant and chear- 
ful; and that whoever engages in the Prac- 
tice of Ir, muſt renounce all the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments. of this Life, But as the 


Devil is the Father of Lies, it is no Wonder 
_ that he ſets every Thing before us in a falſe 
and deceitful Light: It was by theſe 
- Means he. deceived our firſt unhappy 


Parents; and it is. by the ſame Methods 
he endeavours to betray their too cre- 
dulous Poſterity. He is continually repre- 
ſenting Evil as Good, and Good as Evil; 


putting Darkneſs for Light, and Li pht for 


Darkneſs. He knows that there. is ſuch. a 


Beauty'and Comelineſs in Religion, as no: 
- one can behold it but with Love and Admi- 

ration : and therefore he endeavours tq 
_ draw a Veil over its Luſtre, and to raiſe in 
our Minds frightful- Ideas concerning -ir., 


And too. many, alas ! are _ miſſed by ſuch 
falſe and unjuſt Repreſentations. IO 


But 


Of 2 REvicious Lire. 

But would. Men be perſuaded once to 
W make the. Experiment; woyld they forſake, 
& the dangerous Paths of Sin, and walk 1n. 
W the Way that leads to everlaſting Happi-/ 
W neſs; would they retire from the Noiſe and. 
& Tumult of: a looſe and diſordered Life, and. 

liſten to the ſtill Voice of. Reaſon 'and Re- 
Iig1on; they would quickly find how-oroſsly 
they. have been cheated, and wonder! how-. 
it was poſſible they ſhould ſo long; have: 
been deceived. {} hey would ſoon diſcayer, | 
and then. admire, . the Beauty. of Holi-. 
eſs, and be- thoroughly- convinced . that: 
there- is *no Pleaſure like. that of. a good. 
Conſcience ; . no real and ſolid. Happineſs. 
' but what reſults from a Life of Virtne and : 
Holineſs. They would then bleſs the 
happy Change they. had. made, and would: 
not part with their Intereſt - in--Heaven for 
the- greateſt Enjoyments this - Werld could 
give them. All - thoſe empty- Pleaſures : 
which once captivated and enſnared them, : - 
would then appear mean and contemptible;, 
_ and nothing would be.thought of any real - 
Value, but what. ſets them. forward in the 


ps of Salvation. 


The Great 1 mportance 
' O happy Man ! (whoſoever Thou beeſt) 
that haſt made this noble Trial, and by a 


trueand ſincere Repentanceart reſtored to the 
Favour and Loveof God! Thou haft zurned: 
- &vay thine Eyes from bebolding. Vanity, and 
canſt now look up with Confidence to: 
_ God, and reliſh the Pleaſures of a virtuous 


Life. How is thy Mind filled with Love 


and: Joy and Admiration, when Thou con- 
ſidereſt, that by the Grace and Goodneſs. 


of God, Thou art reſcued out of the Jaws. 


of the devouring Lion, and art delivered. 
from Fear and Shame and Self-condemna- y 
tion : the ſure and miſerable Attendants of 


a guilty Conſcience! 


We may have ſome Idea of the Happineſs 
of fuch a Man, | by conſidering what is the 
Pleaſure of a redeemed Captive when re-. 


ſtored to his Country, his Liberty, and his 


Friends; or of a Mariner got ſafe to Shore 


after a Storm, wherein he was every Mo- 
ment in-Expectation of being fwallowed up 
by the Deep. And yet it muſt be owned, 


the Compariſon falls infinitely. ſhort : For, 
what Slavery is ſo great as that of a Sout- 


under the Bondage and Dominion of Sin ? 


Or, what are the moft terrible Dangers of 


the 
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Whe Sea, when compared with thoſe to which 
W he Sinner is continually expoſed ? 
But have not ſome, it may be afked, 
Wnade Trial of Religion, and yet have found 
Wo Satisfaction” therein ; as may be con- 
Wluded from 'their' returning again to their 
Wormer Courſe of Life? Ir is true, there are 
Wome Iriſtances (and ſad ones they are, God 
nows) of perſons who zfter they have been 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the hea- 
venly Gift, and been made Partakers of the 
Holy Gboft, have yet fallen away, and en- 
tered again into a Life"of Sin and Debau- 
chery. "But has this been owing to a Dif. 
like of Religion ? By no means; but ra- 
ther to a want of Care in nor avoiding the 
Company which has formerly ſeduced chem; "= 
or toa F orgetfulneſs, or at leaſt a Neglect, 
of the Vows and Reſolutions they have 
made; or, it. may be, they -have fallen un- 
der ſome violent "Temptation, which they 
have not ſo. vigorouſly reſiſted as they 
might and ought to have done. Inſtances, 
however, of this kind, F truſt, are but 
rare. - Whereas, on. the other hand, how 
Many are there, who. having forſaken the 
"0.0 =: Com- 
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C ompany and Converſation of the Wicked, 


and,” having; lamented. the Folly and Mad-| 


neſs of their paſt Lives; ; have, from being 


the Slaves. of Sin and Satan, - become. the | 


Servants. of God | ? Theſe. will ell. you 
from their own "Experience, that they. haye 
found more true Peace and Satisfaftion in 
conquering one vicious 'Habir, than they 


ever met with in the. moſt ſenſual Enjoy- 


\ Pſalm 
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ment; that all their paſt ſinful Pleaſures 
yield them now no other Fruits, than thoſe 


| bitter ones of Shame and emorſe: and that 
in Religion, on the contrary, they find ſuch.a 


Spring of Comfort continually refreſhing 


their Souls, as they would not part with for 
_ all this World: can poſſibly _ Ive. them ; . 
that they taſte ſuch a Pleaſure 1n uthe Service 


of God, as makes them, with holy David, de- 
ſire to dwell. inthe Houſe of the Lord all the 
Days of their Lives, to behold the fair Beauty 
of the Lord, and to viſit 4 his Temple. and, like 


| him, eſteem it better to be - Door-keeper in 


the Houſe of the Lord, one of the meaneſt of 
God's Servants, than to dwell in the T, ents. of 
Ungodlineſs, amid the Delights and Plea- 
ſures of a wicked and deluded World, 


In fact, 
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Ip fact, nothing can give A Man. fo ex 
Wai a SatisfaQtion, as to refle&t upon the 
WA tions of a well ſpent. Life; to confider 
What he. has made God His Friend,” -and' 
Wcured an Intereſt 1 in the Favour of Him 
who is the eternal Source and Fountain of 
all Good ; infinite m Mercy | and Loving- 
kindneſs, as well as in Power; not only 
able, but. willing and ready, to hclp and 
affiſt him. in all Difficulties :. a Being * ro: 
whom he may | have Recourſe under every 
Trial and Temptation z under” the greateſt 
Calamitirs and Troubles of Life; to whom 
he. may. lay. open all his Wants and Infir- 
mities.z pour, forth all his Sorrows'and Af- 
fictions, and may at all Times with Conki- 
dence look up, as being aſſiged” that he 


has a powerful Interceſfor in Heaven, Feſus Col.i. 14. 


Chrift the Righteous, whom we have 
» Redemption through his Blood, even the For- 


giveneſs of Sins; and who is able to ſavegeb. vii. 


them to the uttermoſt that come unto God by25- 
him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make Interceſſicn 
for them. 1 ſay, for a Man to confider 
theſe important Truths; to think-that he i is 
anſwering the End of his C reation; that he is 
| | | doing 
: CE I. 
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doing the Work for which he was ſent into 
the, World that he is become a Member 
of. Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven—How muſt ſuch 
Thoughts chear and. refreſh his foul with, 
a ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſting. pleaſure ! 
in Compariſon whereof. all the vain and 
empty Enjoyments | of this World are as 


_ nothing. _. : 


. Burt then, on the contrary, for_; a wie 
Man to reflect, that the Face of the Lord 
is againſt them that do Evil, and conſequently | 
that he is in the Number of thoſe againſt 


whom God has declared his Ciſpleaſure 
that, inſtead of wworking out his Salvation with 


Fear and Trembling, he 1s daily heaping. up 


t himfelf Wrath” againſt the Day of Wrath, 


and though (it may be) he is now cloathed 


with Purple and fine Linen, and fares ſump- 
_ Fuoufly every Day ; though he may at pre- 
. ſent live in all the Gaiety and Splendour, 
the Pomp and Luxury, of a grear Fortune, 


yet there will cometa Time (and, for 
aught he knows, it may 'not be many Mo- 
ments. off) when he ſhall be ſtript of all . 
his Pleaſures. and. Enjoyments, and want 
even a Drop of Water to cool his Ti "ONgUE 1 

Is TUFs 
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urely, ſuch Conſiderations, as theſe muſt 
Wrike the Sinner with Horror and Amaze- 
ent, and, like Belſhazzar when he ſaw 
e Hand-writing upon the Wall, make him 
emble, even in tHe midſt of his AASA 
irth and Jollity. | 

Can a Man with ſuch Impreſſions  -* 
is Mind (and theſe, - or ſomething like | 
eſe, will be ſure to haunt the Sinner): be 
aid to: be happy ?. Are the Stings of Con- 
;ence, the Terrors of an Almighty Judge, 
nd the dreadful Expectations of. God's 
engeance, conliſtent - with a ſtate of 
atisfation ? —Alas! the -Libertine may 
latter himſelf, and think. to deceive 
thers, by putting on an Aw of Galety. 
nd Pleaſantneſs; but, it '1s certain, his 
ind can never be long at reſt, while he. 
arries about him a faithful Monitor, that 
vill be continually upbraiding him for his 
olly and Madneſs ; repreſenting to him 
he Dangers to which he is expoſed, 
and crolling him, as it were, in, his Way, 
hile he is in full Purſuit of his unlawful 


— 


de able ſometimes to ſilence the voice 
of 


Pleaſures. —And though he may perhaps 7 | 
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of this troubleſome: Companion, by mere 
dint of Noiſe:and Extravagance ; yet when 
his Paſſions abate (for they: cannot. al- 
ways be upon the. Stretch)''and the Man 
grows cool, .he will find the Upbraidings 
| of his Conſcience return upon . him with 
the greater Violence, The Shame and 
Angutſh, the Horror/.and Confuſion, tha 
he wil then feel; will infinitely overbalance 
all the Satisfaftions he can meet- with 1n 
the Enjoyment of his ſinful Pleaſures. 
1 own; indeed, this is not the Caſe of 
-every Sinner. A-Man, by-a long Courſe © 
 Wickedneſs, may arrive at ſuch an hardened 
State, as to be incapable of any virtuous 
Impreſſions ; his Soul may be ſeared, .as ir 
were, . with an hot Iron, .and be fallen into 
ſuch a deep and faral Lethargy, - as. nothing 
perhaps ſhall be able to-awaken it, 11! ir 
comes to feel the. very- Torments of the 
Damned.. But no one, . I believe, will 
think this to be a State of Happineſs. 
- The Touth 1s, if we conſider a wicked 
Man with reſpect to this: world . only, -ab- 
| ftractedly from. what will be - his Portion 
kereafter, we ſha!l find that there are many 
and 
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** great Evils to which he is expoſed,\ 
Þcſfide-the Torments of a guilty Conſcience. 

\re not Pains and Aches, Rottenneſs and._ 
WDiſcaſes, the natural Effects of Luſt and In- 
eMPperance * ? Poverty and broken Fortunes, 

She certain conſequence of Pride and Prodi- 
yaliry ? Does not Paſfion, and Anger, and 
Revenge, frequently expoſe Men to miſ- 
nievous, and, many times, fatal Quarrelsxand + . 
ontentions? Does not Robbery, Theft, and 
Murder, bring upon others a ſhameful and 
untimely End? How many Evils are therein .. 
by World,- - that are the immediate Effects 
Men's Vices! From whence comes Wars Jam, iv.z. 
nd Fightings among you ? lays St. Fames,, © 
ome they not hence,” even of your Lufts that 
var in your Members ? And from the fame * 
Fara Source are derived many of thoſe 
other Evils and Calamities 'which: ſome 
en labour under. If we trace. them 

to their Original, we ſhall find them to. 
ve the natural Fruits of Luſts and Paſ- 
ions; to have: proceeded from covetous. 
and ambitious Deſires, and' the Gra- 
ifcation -of- unruly Appetites. Indeed, 
ow can it be otherwiſe, if we conli- 
ter, 7 hat the Curſe of the Lord is. in ſows. lit. 
the 
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Prov. xiii:2be Houſe of : the Wicked ; and. that Evil. 


2t, 


and whether the Praftice of Virtue and. 


_ purſueth Sinners 9 How can any Thing but Wi 
Miſery attend Him, who has provoked. the | 
| anger of an Almighty God ? | | 


Let us now. conſider, what is the Lat 
and Portion of good Mea in, this World ;. 


Righteouſneſs 1s not the moſt likely. way. } 
to promote preſent as . well as. future W- 
Happineſs, and to make our Pilgrimage W! 


here on Earth a State of tolerable Eaſe c 


and Comfort. 


: Solomon tad as/much Experience of the el 
Pleaſures of the World as ever Man had,, 4 
and tried as many Ways to. make him-, 


' 
ſelf happy as his Heart could devile ;; 


Fcleſ. ii, having Xept nothing from his Eyes that they .* 


IQ, 


defired, nor with-held his Heart from any 1 


Foy; | and yet, when he came to caſt, up ſ'' 


Prov, 11. 


13. 


the Account, he found this to: be the Sum 


of it, that all was Vanity and Vexation of ® 


Spirit. Accordingly, when. he is inftruct-,Y 
ing his Son in the Ways of true Happi- © 
neſs, he adviſes him to get Wiſdom and" 


| Underſtanding. For,. W1 i/dom, ſays he, 7s thei” 


principal T bing : therefore get Wiſdom, and © 
with all thy getting, get Underſtanding. -And, 


As 
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3 an Encouragement to do fo, he tells 

im, that happy is the Man that findethProv, iii. 
Viſdom, and the Man that getteth Under-"3» © 
anding :. For, the Merchandize of it is better. 

ban the Merchandize of Silver, and the 

ain thereof than fine- Gold., She i-more. 
recious than Rubies, and all the Things thou 

nſt defire are not to be compared unto her. - 

ength of Days is in her right Hand, and in 

er left Hand Riches and Honour, Her. 

ays are- Ways of Pleaſanineſs,- and all her 

Paths are Peace. This Wiſdom and Un- 
erſtanding, which he recommends, as a 
reaſure of ſo great Value, is not #he 

!/dom of this World (for that is Foolfa- : 

ſs with God, 1 Cor. lil. 19.); but it is 

be Wiſdom that. cometh from above, which 

ill make us wiſe unto Salvation : the. 

{dom of hving in the Fear and Love 
God, and in a ſtrict Obedience to his 
ommandments- The Fear of the LordProy. ix. 
ys he, 7s the Beginning of Wiſdom,- and** 

be Knowledge of | the Holy is Underſtanding : 

pr, as it is in Job, Behold the Fear of the ſchxxxiii. 
ord, That is Wiſdom ; and to 0 depart from 8+ 

vil is. SO FEneNg« 


Behold 


_— 
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Behold then the Excellency of Rel 
gion.! it not only ſecures. to us a Rei 
verſion: of endleſs Happineſs, but male 
our Lives at preſent eaſy and delightful: the 
very Paths of Religion are pleaſant, as wel 
as the End to which they lead. It istrue, Vice 
has its preſent Pleaſures as well as Virtue: 
but then: there 18 this Difference between 
"them; the Pleaſures of. Sin are. weak 
ſhort-lived, and only varniſhed: over; the 
begin and end almoſt in the ſame Mo 
ment, and can never be purchaſed but 
at the Expence of much ſucceeding Frouble 
Shame, and Self-condemnation, Wherea: 
thoſe which. reſult from» a holy and 
ligious Life, are ſubſtantial, ſincere, ſtead) 
and fecyre : . they leave no Diſguſt upo 
the Mind ; no-Loathings. and Diflike ; art 
neither accompanied with. Shame, nor fol 
lowed with Remorſe or . Sadneſs : thok 
bitter Allays. to. all, ſinful Gratifications 
« We- may talk of Pleaſures. and Enjoy 
« ments, ſays & * Great Prelate of ou 
* Church,, but no. man: ever truly foun 
« them, till he became acquainted wit 
& God, and was made ſenſible of hi 

* 14h, of York, in his Volume of Sermons, P- 5OI. 
& 1 ove 


| 


C 
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WF Love, and Partaker of- his Heavenly 
8 Favours, and hved in an entire Frientl- 


ertainly; Religion is the only Happi- 
Ws of a rational Creature, the only Thing 
What can give us any true and real Satif- 
action : all other Pleaſures are, .at beſt, 
but ſhort and tranſitory ;: but in Religion 
e find a Delight and Satisfaction, which 
$ folid, ſubſtantial, and laſting ; a Delight 
hat grows and improves. under E-hought 


nd Refledion. | 
« Whenever (to uſe the Words of 'an- 


* and virtuous, it 1s not only natural, bur 

* carries with it a Felicity flowing from, 

© and effential to, the very Nature of it. 

«« Paternal, conjugal, filial AﬀeCion ; are 
[** they nat full of Delight ? Juſtice, Friend- 
< ſhip, Beneficence, all the Offices of -Hu- 
« manity, and the whole, Train of: Virtues ; 
&« does not. the: Exerciſe of them adminiſter 
« the molt ſincere and laſting' Joy ? The 
« Propenſity there is in us towatd. them, 
« and the Satisfaction there is in , the 
_ doing of them, does, in Diſpoſitions 
_ © not 


W ſhip and Communion with him.” No,. 


other excellent Perſon) © an Afton is good 
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«* not debauched, lead moſt irreſiſtibly 
<< to the practice of them : We have,- whenff 
«© we are about them, ng boding, miſgiving 
& Thoughts, -no_ Forbidding . Whiſpers 
< no ſecret Reluctancy. Comfort, . Com 
me placency of Mind, -and a gratulatinglif 
« Conſcience, alway accompany ſuch Ac 
eY tions.”? Ts 
- What a perpetual Source of Joy and 
Confolation is a good Conſcience ! It glad 
dens the Heart, chears and refreſhes the 
Soul, and fills the Mind with a con4 
ſtant Serenity and Chearfulneſs, which | 
infinitely -to be preferred 'to the noiſj 
Mirth of Fools and Madmen, He tha 
is poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable Jewel, hat 
a. Treaſure greater than all the Riches of 
the Indies :. a Treaſure, which he alway! 
' carries about with him, and which nei 
ther the Malice of the Devil, nor the 
Wickedneſs of Men, can rob him of 
And ſe long. as: he retains this Fund off 
| Joy and Comfort, (as he always may, 
unleſs he 1s wretchedly wanting to him- 
elf), he can never be truly miſerable. Fo 
' a good Conſcience, as it gives a Reliſh to all 
| Pe, oe Tn 


Of@ R:iticiovs Lire, 5: 
our outward, Enjoymerits, ſo ir abates and 
rakes off 'the Edge 'of the ſharpeſt Afflic- | 
tion ;- and not 'only enables a Man to 
bear. up under preſent Evils, but fortifies 
him againſt the Dread and Apprehen- 
fon of future ones. It arms him with 
ourage* ana Reſolution, and gives him 
ſuch -a Firmneſs- and Preſence of Mind, 
as makes him able to endure the greateſt | 
hock. Solomon obſer#es, that the WickedProv. | 
Jee, When no Man purſueth ; but the Righte le 1: 
Us are bold as a Lion, And the Holy 
?/almiſt tells us, that a good Man ſhallPLcxii.7, | 
not -be afraid of any evil Tidings , fer his 
Heart ftandeth faſt, and believeth in the - 
ord. The Lord, ſays he, is my LightPfalm 
and my "Salvation ; whom then fhall T fear 2*XV1L. 1. 
=»: Lord js the Strength of my Life ; -of 
whom ſhall I be afraid? Yea, though IPL. xxiii. 
walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, I will fear no Evil; for thou art 
01th me, thy Rod and. thy Staff comfort 
ec, What iindeed' ſhould Ze fear, whole 
Poul is \anchored upon the Rock of Ages; 
robo has the God of -Facob for his Help ; 2% cxlvi, 
L boſe Hope is in s the Lord his God? He" 
knows 


[ 
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Pf. xxxii.aflured, that the Eye of the Lord is upon 


28, 19. 


\ that as the Time is ſhort, they can be of 


2 Cor. iv.no long Continuance, and that, if he make 
I2%*% | 


Pf. 111. 8: 
| but truſt ta the. Multituae of their Riches 
_ and. ſtrengthen. themſelves in their Wicked 
. eſs, and; think by theſe Means to be for 


.in his » Mercy to deliver their Soul fro 


tion, when he, conſiders, that as. his Af 


 hins a far more wo and are ach 
. of Glory. | 
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Knows that he is in. the Hands of a moſt 
gracious and merciful Fathcr, .and is fully 


perſuaded that all Things ſhall work toge- 
ther for good to them that love him: . He is 


them that fear him; upon them that hope 


Death, and to keep them alive in Famine 
And therefore he can rejoice in God 
even in the midſt of. Trouble and Afiic 


fliftions come. from the Hands of a good 
and gracious Being, who does not willngh 
affift the Children of. Men; ſo he know: 


a right Uſe of them, they will. work fo 


See 'then the. Folly _ Maddeſs. 
thoſe that take not God for their 'Strength 


_ _tafted againit the Evils 'of this Life !-Jo, 


- Alas! There are numberleſs Calamities 


fron 
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om which Wealth and Power can never 
elter us: and therefore if a Man with- 
raws his 'Truſt in God, and takes Sanctuary 
the. Strength of his Wickedneſs, he will 
nd himſelf miſerably miſtaken when the 
Day of Adverſity comes upon him. The 
Veight of Sin ſuperadded to that of tem- 
doral Evils, is a Burthen heavier than any 


/hatever the Great of this World may 
hink, nothing can alleviate the preſſure of 
Vorldly Troubles but a good Life. Ir is 
hat, and That only, which is a ſufficient 
ounterpoiſe to balance the Weight of any 
vere Afﬀfiiction : nothing elſe. is ſufficient 


nder the moſt oppreſſive Calamities of 


niſing ſoever, will be found vain and in- 
Fectual. T he Conſciouſneſs of having 
n ſome Meaſure lived holily and un- 
dlameably, will make him look up with 
umble Aſſurance to the. oreat Sup- 
porter of his Being ; enable FOR to ſee 
Whrough the darkeſt Clouds of Sorrow, 
C : and 


erſon is able to bear. It is certain, 


o ſupport a Man in the Evil Days of 
rs Pilgrimage, and' to ſuſtain his Spirit _ 


his Life, -All other Experiments, how pro- : 


Ke 
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velling, and where he hopes: ſhortly to ar 
rive. And this, though. it will not whol 


_ times pleaſed, for wiſe and good Ends, tt 
ſend upon ſome Men in this Life; nor mak 
us inſenſible of the Pangs that atten( 
them; yet it will greatly leſſen and ener 
vate their force, and enable us to be: 
up under them with Courage and eve 
Chearfulneſs. For, how ſtrong a Conſolatio 
. muſt it be for a good Man, under bodil 
Pains, or Grief of Mind, to contemplate 
State where there ſhall be 7o more Sorrow 
#0 more Pain, and where all Tears ſhall þ 
 aviped for ever from his Eyes! Or, if he 1 
under the Preſſure of Want and extrem 
Neceſſity, how muſt it ſupport and re 
lieve his ſinking Spirits to conſider, that h 
Heb. xiii. has a father in Heaven Who will never lear 
OM him nor forſake him, how much ſoever hea) 
at preſent. think fit to deprive him of outwart 
Comforts ! and that there is no Perſon it 
the World ſo great, ſo proſperous, or | 


happy, but that (having a little Patience 


he himſelf ſhall be more lo! 
Th 


- 


and behold with an Eye of Faith thai 
heavenly Country to which he is tral 


remove the Afictions which God .is ſome 
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Wicad is fo elegantly expreſſed by the Au- 
zor of -a late Eſſay upon the Omnipre- 
Wnce of God, that, I am perſuaded, I ſhall 
Wave this Refleftion more ſtrongly upon 
Wy Reader's Mind, if I give the Words 
W that unknown, but excellent, Perſon : 
W How happy* (ſays he, ſpeaking of the 
Wiercourſe there is between God and the 
Wouls of good Men), © how happy is an in- 
Wcelletual Being, who, by Prayer and 


his own Soul! Though the whole Creation 
Whould frown upon him, and all Nature 
Wook black 'abour him, he has his Light 
Wnd Support within him, that are ads: to 
Wheer his Mind, and bear him up in the 
Wnidſt of all thoſe Horrors which encom- 
Gaſs him. He knows that his Helper is 


Wny thing elſe can be which is capable 
; df annoying or terrifying him. In the 
W:1dit of Calumny or Contempt, he attends 
Fo that Being, who whiſpers better Things 
vithin his Soul, and whom he looks 


C 2 * upon 


LU 


The Sum of what I have ſaid upon this 


EVeditation, by Virtue and good Works, 0- 
Wpens this Communication between God and 


Wt-hand, and is always nearer to him than - 
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©* upon as his Defender, his Glory, and 


* to manifeſt itſelf to him in Fulneſs 
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* Lifter-up of his Head. In his deep 
* Solitude and Retirement he knows, thi 
* he 1s in Company with the greateſt « 
« Beings; and perceives within hinfelf ſu 
© real Senſations of his Preſence, as a 
* more delightful than any thing that : 
© be met with in the Converſation of - 
£ Creatures, Even in the jJour of Deal 
* he conſiders the Pains 'of his Diſfolutid 
* ro be nothing elſe but the . breaking-doy 
« of that Partition, which ſtands between 
* Soul. and the Sight of that Being, who 
« always preſent with him, and is abo 


TI00s 

« If we would be thus happy, (to 
on with the Words of this pious Auth 
. * and thus ſenſible of our Maker's P, 
* ſence, from the ſecret Effets of | 
« Mercy and Goodneſs; we muſt ke 
« ſuch a Watch over all our Thoug 
* that, in the Language of the Scriptu 
* his Soul may have Pleaſure in us ; 
* muſt take care not to grieve his H 
$ Spirit, but endeavour to make the 


« ditati 
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Wcitations of our Hearts always acceptable 
W: his Sight, that he may delight thus to 
Wrelide and dwell in us. The Light of 
WNature could dire Seneca to this Doc- 
Wrrine, in a very remarkable Paſſage among, 
W his Epiſtles ; /acer ine [2 nobis Spiritus, 
bororum malorumqgue Cuſtos Ef Obſervator ; 
& quemadmodum nos illum trattamus, ita 
& wie nos, There 1s a Holy Spirit reſid- 
ing in us, who watches and obſerves both 
good and evil Men, and will treat us after 
the ſame Manner that we treat him. But 
I ſhall conclude? (ſays the ſame Au. 
thor) © this Diſcourle with thoſe more em- 
phatical Words in Divine Revelation ; 1f 
any Man love me, he will keep my Word, and 
my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our Abode with him.' 

I have thus far conſidered the Effects of 
x 200d Lite, Firft, as it fills our Minds 
vith Joy, Peace and Comfort, and de- 
vers us from thoſe uneaſy RefleCtions- 
vhich haunt and torment the Sinner : 
and, Seccndly, as it is a Means to ſecure 
is from thoſe Evils, which are the im- 
@nediate conſequences of Sin; and ſupports 
| 65-6 us. 


LY 
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The Great Importance 
us under ſuch AMictions as it ſometime 
pleaſes God to ſend upon good Men in 
this World. I ſhall now conſider it with 
reipect to ſome other Advantages it hath 
above that of a wicked Courſe of Actions: 
and | truſt it will fully appear, that there 
15 notiing ſo likely to ſecure a Man's Hap- 
pineſs in this World, as a ſtrict Obſervance 
of the Precepts and Duties of Religion, 

St. Peter lays it down as an undoubted 
Truth, that whoſoever deſires to live happi- 
1 Pet. iii. ly, muſt live holily. He that will love Life, 
ſays he, and ſee good Days, let him refrain 
his Tongue from Evil, and his Lips that they 
ſpeak no Guile ; let him eſchew Evil, and do 
Good, And the Reaſon that temporal Prof: 
perity is ſo likely to be the Lot and Portion 
1 Pet. iii, Of the Religious Man 1s, becauſe he Eyes 
12% of the Lord are over the Righteous, and his 

Ears are open unto their Prayers ; but the 
Face of the Lordis againſt them that do Evil. 
It is very evident from the whole Tenour 
of the Scriptures, that the Providence of God 
watches over and Supports good Men 1n 
this World, O tafte and ee, ſays the holy 

. P/almiſt, 
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P/almiſt, how gracious the Lord is! Bleſſed Pf. xxxiv. 
s the Man that truſfleth in him, O fear ye” ade 
be Lord, ye that are his Saints: for, they 

hat fear him lack wothing. The Lions do 

ack, and ſuffer Hunger ; but they who ſeek 

be Lord fhall want no manner of thing that 

5 good, © How remarkable are the Words of 

he wiſe Son of Sirach to the ſame Purpoſe 

ook at the Generations. of old, ſays he, did Eeelef, ii 
wer any truft in. the Lord, and was con- © 
ounded ? or did any abide in his Fear, and 

vas. forſaken ? or whom did he ever deſpiſe © 

bat called upen him? Add to this that 
Obſervation of Holy David ; I bave beenPf.xxxvii. 
Wyong, and now am old; yet ſaw I never*>* 

he Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 
W/-cir Bread, On the contrary, [ haveyer. 35, 
een, ſays he, the Ungodly in great Power, 36- 

and flouriſhing like a green Bay-tree: I went 

by, and, lo! he was gone; I ſought him, 

but his Place.could no where be found. The 
Contemplation! of this watchful Providence 

of God over good Men made the devout Ph 
P/almift reſolve and ſay, 1 will always give po, xxxiv, 
Thanks unto the Lord; his Prat /e Jour: ever 1 
| Le in my mouth. 
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It is certain, that God is a Being of infinite 

Purity and Holineſs : and as he muſt there 
fore hate Iniquity with the utmoſt abher 
rence; ſo there is no doubt, but a ſerious and 
conſcientious Obſervance of the Duties © 
Religion will recommend a Man to his Fa- 
vour and Protection. He that feeds the Fowl; 
of the Air, clothes the Graſs of the Field, 
and is of a Nature ſo diffuſively - bountiful, 


'K _ as to make his Sun to riſe vn the Evil, as well 
"Wn as 0n the Good, and ſends his Rain both on 


the Fuſt and Unjuſt ; will undoubtedly in a 
more peculiar manner- bleſs the Labours 
of an honeſt and induſtrious man, and .Pro- 
vide for thoſe that fear him and keep his 
commandments. I would not. be under:- 
{ſtood to ſay, that never any wicked Man 
| hath proſpered, nor any gvod Man been 
pl - unſucceſsful in this World : it frequently 
| pleaſes God, * for wiſe and good Ends, 
to ſuffer the Righreous- to fall into - great 
Perplexities and Diftreſſes. However, ſince 

' PL. v. 12.the Scriptures afſure us, that zhe Lord 
will bleſs the Righteous, and compaſs him 

Pf, cxii, 3. with Favour as with a Shield, that Wealth 
and Riches  ſnall be in the Houſe of him that 
feareth 
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: feareth the Lord, and delighteth in his Com-P\.cxii. 1. 
mandments ; that Bleſſings ſhall be upon bisProv.x.6. 
WW cad; that the Houſe of the Righteous ſhall xii. 7. 
fland, and the Tabernacle of the Upright ſhalJxiv. 11. 
W /7curiſh; that it ſhall be well with thempcclef. 
W 27 /ear God: and in ſhort, that Godlineſsviii, 12, 
W 3b the Promiſe of the Life that now1 Tim. iv. 
Ws, as well as of that which is to come ;* 
we may certainly. conclude, that. a ftrict. 


Obſervance of the Duties of the Chriſtian. 


Religion, is the moſt likely Way a Man can 
take to thrive and proſper in the World, 
and to. make his Life comfortable and. 


happy... — 


Of this Truth we: may be convinced; . 
not only from the Teſtimony of - Seripture,:. 
but from the Reaſon” and Nature of 
Things. For, let any one conſider whe- 


ther he-who is juſt and true in alt his Deal- - 


ings, honeit and” lincere in all his Profef- 


fons, and” faithful to his: Word and Pro- 


miſes z who is dihgent and induſtrious * in 


his Calling; who makes it his conſtant Rule 
to do to all men as he would they ſhould do' 
to him; and is ſo far from endeavouring to 
over-reach and defraud his Neighbour, that 


G-5:- . he 


The Great Impoytatice 
he chooſes rather to' forego the greateſt 


m—_—_ om WV? 


= : =_ \ 


= 
C——em———_—_ > a 
yu — 


— ma ———_—_ = = 


the leaſt Imuſtice—l ſay, it is impoſſible for 
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it is much more probable, that ſuch a man 
| ſhould enlarge his- Fortune in the World, 
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pratiſes all the Arts of Cheating and Lying, 
of OQver-reaching and Circumvention, and 


his preſent Profit; that conſiders not ſo 
much how honeſt aol word his Actions 
are, as how profitable ; and cares not what: 


not be able long to conceal himſelf), will 
cettainly loſe be Credit and Reputation ; 

he will become hated. and deſpiſed, and 
every . perſon will be afraid to have any 
Dealings with him. On the other 
hand, the. honeſt and upright Man (be- 
ſide the Bleſſing of God, which he can- 
not fail of) - will be ſure to meer with 


Gain, than purchaſe it at the Expence of. 


: — wn perſon to refle& and not acknowledge, 
_ than he who ats the very reverſe; that. 


ſtoops to every Thing, how baſe and dil-- 
- honeſt ſoever, which he thinks will turn to | 


his Neighbour ſuffers by his Injuſtice, if he, 
himſelf does but get by it. Such a man 
when he comes to be known (as he will 


the Loye and Eſteem of all that Know him : 
he 


( 
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| ; 111 have many Friends, and thoſe ſome of 


Wc wiſeſt and beft of Men, who will be, 
Wiways ready to affift him, and glad of every 


Wpportunity-of promoting his Intereſt and 
WHappineſs. - 


| s Health, And who is more likely to obtain 
Wis Bleſſing than. the Religious Man ? for 


Duties which he conſtantly practiſes) con- 
duce more to-a ſound and vigorous-Conftitu- 
Won of Body, than Surfeiting and Drunken- 
eſs, Luſt and Intemperance: the miſchievous: 
WE fects of which tre too viſible to be de- 


We will have few, if any, Enemies ; but 


2. Another great Bleſſing of Life, and 
hich gives a Reliſh toall other Enjoyments, 


ill-not Temperance, Sobriety, and Virtue ; 


Pt. 


— 


nied ? 7//bo bath Wee? (ſaid Solomon) whoProverbs 
2th Sorrow ? who bath Contentions ; ? whore 293 


hath Babling ? who bath Wounds without” 
Cauſe ? who hath Redneſs of Eyes? They that 
farry long at the Wine, they that go to ſeek 


mixed Wine. What Pains and Diſeaſes have 


fome Men brought upon themſelyes, merely 
by their Excefſes and Debaucheries ! Dif- 
eaſes, which have not terminated with their 


own : HoINSRe: but have been entailed upon 
Da ay "fe their. 
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their unhappy Poſterity!. And bow.can it 
be otheryiſe, unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to 
change the Nature of Things ? for, if Men 
will run into thoſe Exceſſes which inflanie 
- and corrupt their Blood; it is no Wonder that 
Gout of Dropſy, or ſome more immediately 
fatal Diſtemper, ſhould proceed from ſuch 
Diſorders. And when a vicious or debauched 
Parent has brought Rottenneſs Into his own 
Bones ; though the Children may be free 
from'the Yices of their Father, yer they fre- 
quently feet all their Lives the miſchievous 
| Effects. of his Tranſgreſſions. 18 
3. Again: @ cheerful and contented Mind 
is another great Bleſſing of Life ; for, 
without it, nothing in this World can-make 
us happy. And by what means ſhall a-Man. 
obtain this, bur by the Praftice of Reli- 
gion? That will teach-him to reſign his Will 
to God, to ſubmit to, all. the Diſpenſations 
of his Providence, and to be patient and' 
eaſy, cheerful: and. ſatisfied, under every 
Diſappointment and Trouble. he- may. meec 
with; as knowing. that. God 1s the ſove- 
reign Diſpoſer of all Things ; a. Being of 
infinite Goodneſs, Kings. and. Love; 


that 


— 
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What He does not willingly affiet the Children * 
$7 17:1, but makes every Thing - work together - 
or good to them that love him. . And how 
uiet,. eaſy, and - contented, muſt ſuch . a. 
an be under all Events! He has learned, 
vith- St. Paul, how. to abound, and how:-- 
fo want; and as he is not puffed up with. 
he one, . ſo. neither is he-caſt down, when: 
it pleaſes God ro. ſend the other ; but goes: 
hrough the World with a calm, even,: 
and contented Mind, /-undiſturbed by that 
Inquietude, Impatience,.' and Diſcontentr,, 
from which-a proud, envious, and ambiti-. 
ous. Man. is feldom,. if ever, free... 

4. Peace: 1s another. great: Bleſſing. 
highly conducive: to: : the Happineſs of- 
Eife : and- to this the religious Man: has: 


the juſteſt Claims. - Fre confi ders, that; if Jokn i Ive. 
God jo lived us, as to ſend bis Son to be the!» "ts 


Propitiation for our. Sins, we- ought: aiſo to 
love one another ;, and" therefore-he' is an 


Enemy to no Man, but Kind: and' good- 
natured and: obliging to: all:;. and, * any. 
perſon 1s fo unreafonable as: to- reward him: 
Evil for Good, (as the P/almiſt complains 
foe had 'done-to himſelf) yet, in_Imita- - 
tion of his Bleſſed Saviour, whoſe Example 
ny ae | "i 
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he continually ſets before him, he does 
Good to them that hate him, and prays for 
them that deſpitefully uſe him, and perſecute . 
him. When he is reviled, he reviles not 
again; when he ſuffers, he threatens not, 
but committeth himſelf to him that judgeth 
righteoufly. He reſolves, as St. Paul ad- 
viles, fo put away all Bitterneſs, and 


- Wrath and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil- 
ſpeaking, with all Malice; and endea- 
Jam. iii. veurs to attain that Y#/i/dom which is 


from above, Which . is firſ® pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 
full of Mercy and good Fruits. This; 
Principle of Love, and Charity, _ and 
Good will to Mankind, as it renders po 
Mind quiet and eaſy, calm and- compoſed ; 
fo it makes a Man not only happy in him- 
ſelt, but a Bleſſing and: Comfort to all 
avout him; and conſequently attracts the 
Love, Eſteem, and Admiration, of 
all thoſe that ſee and feel the kind and 
benign Influences-of ſo divine a Temper. 
Great Peace, ſays the P/almiſt, have they 


which love thy Law, and nothing ſhall of- 
fend them. 


If. xxxii. TÞat the W ork of Regie fall be 


And the Prophet - afſures us, 


_ Peacez 


Of a Reticiovs LIFE. 


ace; and the Effetts of Righteouſneſs, 
ietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 


But now, on the other hand, the Life 

an angry and revengeful Man is all 
orm and Tempeſt: he is /ike ax; vi. 
ubled Sea when it cannot reſt, whoſe 20- 
aters caſh up Mire and Dirt. He is a 
ranger to Peace, and all the bleſſed 
ruits and Effe&ts . of it for, where En- James fi. 
ving and Strife 1s, there is Confufi on and "*- 
ery evil Work, His Mind is continually 
ſtleſs, and uneaſy, agitated 'to and fro 
Sith the violent Force of unruly Paſſions, 
hich lead. him on from one Evil to an- 
ther,” and frequently hurry him into thoſe 
at are of a very miſchievous Conſe- 
uence, What Milery and Torment muſt 
Man. feel, who. is poſſeſſed with a 
pirit ſo dire&tly contrary to that of the 
ofpel ! how little can he taſte of the | 
rue happineſs of Life, whoſe ' Mind is 
Wiways diſcordant and out of Tune ! He 
Way perhaps poſſeſs a great deal of the good 
Whings of this World, but. can have very Iit- 
le Enjoyment :_ for, what Comfort can He 
Wind from any Thing, who has no Peace 
Fn his own Mind; who is at Enmity with 


I : - EG himſelf, 
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Fimſelf, and with almoſt every © one elſe 
.and is capable of being put out oli 
Humour by. every. trifling, croſs Acc! 
dent ? Is it poflible for a Man of ſuc 
a. Temper to be. happy, even- in: the midf 
of the greateſt Proſperity ? No, certainly 
It 1s the, meek ſpirited, that. our Saviout 
. aath pronounced. Bleſſed : They folt inberil 
the Earth,. and be refreſhed, as the Pſalmil 
ſpeaks, in-the Multitude of Peace, and ſhal 
find a real. Comfort 1n. whatever. they pol 
ſels; which, though. it ſhould happen tq 
be but. line, yet, . being- enjoyed. in Peact 
and Quiet, and. with-a. contented. Mind 
will ungdoubtedly yield them-a.much greatet 
and truer. Satisfaction, . than. a. Man. of : 
contrary. Diſpoſition. can  resp from. large 
 Poſſeſſions and :ample_ Revenues. . 
5. 1 ſhall: mention- but one Advantage 
more - which: a. good. Man has above 
wicked one: as to this World; and that 
' 8, in reſpect of dutiful- and obedient Child 
ren: Which is allowed. by: all to. be 
great Bleſſing in itſelf, and. is what the 
former has much- more | Reaſon to -ex 
pect and. hope for, than the. latter. For 


%% 
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it pleaſes . God ito bleſs a good Man 
ith Children, he begins: very early | to 
nſtil into their. tender. Minds the Prin- 
iples of Virtue and Religion ; he teaches 
hem to remember their Creator in the Days 
their Youth ; and brings them up in the 
*ear and Admonition of the Lord. He 
ts before them, in his own ConduR, the 
xample of .a holy and. religious | Life ; 
nd endeavours. to wean them” from. the 
ride and Vanity of the World, arid from 
hoſe hurtful Luſts and PaMons, which tend 
pnly  to..make them + miſerable both here 
nd hereaftzr. He' inſtrufts them in that- 
nowledge which 1s uſeful and profitable, 
which will give them a right Underſtand- 
Wng of themielves and of their Duty, and 
ake them. wiſe -unto Salvation, © When 
he Grace of God co-operates with theſe 
ndeavours ; (as It ' will not fail to do), 
hat comfortable Hopes may not ſuch a 
arent entertain of reaping the (happy 
Truits - of all. his Labours ! - Inſtead. of | 
ooking upon. his Children. with Grief 
od Trouble, and having his grey Hairs, 

by their Means, brought: down with Sor- | 
ow to the Grave; how much rather: 
| 32g may 
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may he expect -to behold them with Plea- 
ſure and Delight, when he ſees them as 
ſo many Olive-branches round about his 
Table, fruitful in every good Work, and 
increaling in the Knowledge and Love of 
God? 

\ There is no Perſon, I ODE, bur will 
allow, that this is the 'moſt likely Way a 
Man can take to be happy in his Chil- 
dren. And though it ſhould not prove 
effe&tual, (for, Succeſs is not in our own 
Power); yet of this. he may be aſſured, 
that his pious and ſincere Endeavours tg 
train up his Children in a ſober, honeſt, 
and religious Courſe of Life, will: cer- 

_ tainly recommend him to the Favout 
' and Love of God; as is manifeſt from 
the great Regard God expreſſed for Abra- 
Gen xviii pam on this very Account. -And the 
17-18,19. Lord ſaid, foall I hide from Abraham 
that Thing which I do ſeeing that Abraham 
ſpall ſurely become a great and mighty 
| Nation, and all the Nations of the Earth 
| ſhall be bleſſed in him ? For I know bim, 
that he will command his Children and his 
Houſhold after ' him, and they ſhall keep the 
Way of the Lord, to do Tuftice and Judg- 
— mel: 
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am that which he hath ſpoken of him. 
his is a great Encouragement to Pa- 
2nts, to be very careful in the Education 
f their Children : they are making, Pro- 
iffion for their own: Happineſs, at the 


ime -Time that they are endeavouring 


d ſecure that of their Children. But, 


ould rhey be diſappointed in theſe their 


ious Endeavours, they are laying up in 


tore a good Foundation of Comfort, to 


emſclves at leaſt, againft the Day of 
rouble; I mean, if it ſhould pleaſe 
od, that they ſhould live. to ſee their 
hildren wicked and miſerable, ' notwith- 
anding >all the Means - they ſhall have 


ey will *then have the Conſolation to 
flet that they are clear from the 
uilt of their Children's Sins; and will 
> free from thoſe bitter ſelf-reproaches 
at a wicked Man muſt make, who. 


ath taught them, . or his Careleſineſs 


Itter reproaches, I fay, thoſe muſt un- 
| doubtedly 


vent ; that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 


ſed to make them otherwiſe:: for 


es his Children ruined by thoſe. 
ices and Follies, which his Example . 


1d Negle& fſyffered -them to fall into. 


4 
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he juſtly may) thoſe dreadful Wonds 
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doubtedly be, which ſuch a Parent will make £ 
to himſelf, when he conſiders, that he has high 
Children's Sins, as_ well as his own, to 
account for; and applies to himſelf (as 


which God ſpake to the Prophet Ezekiel: 
When- T ſay unto the Wicked, thou ſpall 
ſurely die, and thou giveſt him not Warn- 
ing, nor ſpeakeſt "to warn the Wicked fro 
his wicked Way, to fave his Life ; the fam 
wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity ; bu 
bis Blood will I require at thy Hands. C 
terrible Words: of moſt- juſt - Judgment 
How dreadful muſt they found in the Ear 
of a wicked Parent, whoſe Children have 
periſhed through his F ault 1 

I have now  confidered ſome. of thoſe 
- Duties to. which Religion obliges us z anc 
endeavoured to Yew how conducive the; 
are to our temporal Happineſs ; by 
which, 1 hope, 1t ſufficiently appears, hoy 
much good men have the Advantage 0 
the Wicked even as to. this World 
And here I cannot but. take Notice ol 
the wonderful Love of God to ' Man 
kind, who, in order to encourage our Obe 


Gience to. his Laws,. has Abend a pre 
| = 
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Went, as well as future, Reward to a good 
WLifc; and has fo interwoven our Duty and 
WHappineſs together, that, while we-are dil- 
Weharging our Obligations to the one, we 


Proviſion for the other. 

How much then do they derogate from 
the Honour of God, who repreſent Reli- 
oi0nN as an unprofitable and unpleaſant 
Taſk! when 1t 1s plain to any man, that 
Y conſiders Things rightly, and 1s not wider 
the Prejudice of his Luſts and Paſſions, that 
the great Deſign of Religion 1s to make us 
happy here, as well as hereafter. Accord- 


mirably ſuited to, this End, that, would Men 
be perſuaded to live-in the Practice of them, 
we ſhould find ths World a kind of Heaven 
upon Earth... 


But, had ts Practice of 0 our Duty been 


ever ſo irkſome and uneaſy, and' had no- 


thing but - Trouble and Miſery been the 


Lot of good Men in this World; yet, when 


we conſider, that this Life will ſhortly have 
an End, and that there is an eternal Weight 
of Glory reſerved in Heaven for thoſe that 
ny love and ſerve God; what wiſe Man 

would 


Ware, at the ſame Titte,.. making -the oo , 


4ngly, all its Rules and Precepts are ſo ad- 


47 
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. . The Great Importance _ 

would not prefer the rugged Paths of Virtue 
_ and Religion, which he knows. will ſhortly 

| lead him into an Eternity of Bliſs 4nd Hap- 

pineſs; to the Ways of Sin and Wicked- 
neſs, (how. pleaſant ſoevers he might find 
them) where he is in Danger every Mo- 
ment of falling into the Pit of DeſtruCtion, 
and which, he} is ſure, will, in a little Time, 
| bring him into a Place of FORMS — 
and Torment? _ en 
+ _ .But, ſince there is nothing in -Raligid Li 
but what tends to make” our. Lives eaſy, th; 
chearful, and contented ; nothing but what Wa 
' is ſuitable to. our. Natures, and agreeable to Wc 
_ the Diftates of right Reaſon ; nothing but Wrth; 
what will ennoble- our Minds; enlarge our 
Underſtandings, and inſpire us with a gene- 
rous Principle of univerſal Love, and Cha- 
rity, and Good-will, to:Mankind , in ſhort, 
fince the Commands of God are not grievous, 
but his Yoke is eaſy, and his burthen light ; it 
© - manifeſtly follows, that, as'a good Life is 
'» the higheſt Wiſdom, foa wicked one is the 

$413 Extreme of F wad and Madneſs. | OO 
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MOST gracious God! Hrs, out of 
_ thy great. Love and tender Regard . 
for Mankind, haſt ſet before us Life and 
Death, Bleſſing | and Curſing ; and haſt 
endued us with. El Freedom of Will, and 

Liberty - to chooſe <he one, and avoid. 
the other ; and, to encourage us to make 
a right Choice, haſt annexed a preſent as 
well as future Reward to our Obedience to 
thy Laws; and made the Ways of Religion 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs, "and all irs Parts to. 
be Peace; O give me Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, that I may not be carried 'away 
by the deceitful pleaſures of this World ; 
out may Tee, and know, and - chooſe, the 
hings which make for my. Peace, and 
herein my true and Wo Mappiges doth | 
onliſt, | : 

. Convince me more - ah# more, that Sin 1s 
he” greateſt of all- Evils; that Guilt and 
liſery * are always' infeparable ; and” that - 
RED . there 


Do 


* 


ky * The Great Importance 
there is no other ſolid and ſubſtantial Happi: 

neſs -to be attained in this Life, but that 

which reſults from the Teſtimony of a goal 
Conſcience, and the Hopes of thy Favou 

and Acceptance, Grant. that theſe-momen 

tous Truths. may be- ſo deeply. iapreſle 

upon my Mind, that I may make it. the ſin 

© cere Endeavour of my whole Life-to pleaſe 

- and obey Thee, who art my foverejgn Good 

and Happineſs; the only ſure Foundation 

of all my Hopes both here and hereafter 

| and in Compariſon of whoſe Favour all the 
| - Honours, Riches, and Enjoyments i: hh 
| World, are as nothing. _ 7 
Deliver me, I beſeech Thee, om fy 

Shame and Anguiſh, the Horror and Confu 

_ = ſion of a guilty Conſcience; and give .m( 
| that. Comfort and Complacency of Mind 

- which ariſes from the Conſciouſneſs of hay 

ing been faithful in thy Service, and obedie 

' ro. thy Will. And, fincethou haſt been ; ori 

. . Ciouſly pleaſed to make thy Service the mo 

| -perfe&t Freedom, and the Practice of 0 

| - — _ ;Duty-M conducive to-our. preſent as We 
38% "as: future Well-being; .'O make me ſead 
5, faſt and immoveable.i in the Man 8 of th 


Of a ReL1icious Lirt. _ 
aws, and in the Works of thy Command- 
ents; that, having faithfully ſerved Thee 
this Life, I may at laſt be found meet to 
2.2 Partaker of the Inheritance of the 
aints in- Light, through the ſole Merits - 


id Interceſlion of our Eternal Advocate 
1d Mediator Jeſus Chriſt. Amen | ws 
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ESD CHAP. 18. RM 
N ah coat Chapter I hrs endea-itt : 
Ea to ſhew, , that Religion is there 

only. ſolid Foundation of Happineſs in thisſſſþf 

' World; the only Thing that can make 

us pals the Time. of our PilgrimageWHa 

here on Farth with. any tolerable Ea or 
and Satisfaftion, 1 ſhall-now proceed i in 
the next Place, to confider the great Ad: 
vantage of a good Life, from the com- 


- fortable Proſpect 1 It gives us when v we. come 
to cle. , hel Bs « La-9y's TE 


Thi 
n 5 


"Wa S 


| Of a ReL1c10vs Lives. Es " 82 
This is an advantage peculiar to Vir- - 
ue and Religion ; and-to which, a. Life of 
Sin and Wickedneſs never pretended. The 
moſt which the - latter promiſes its Vota- 
ries, 1s. to- regale- their Senſes for a little . 
while : it gives them no. Hopes beyond the 
rave; nor aims at-any Thing farther than. 

a ſhort- lived - Happineſs. When a wicked prov. xi. 
an dieth, his Expettation ſhall periſh.7- 
or what ' is the Hope of the Hypocrite, Job.xxvii: 
bough be hath gained all that. this. Worlds: 
an give him, when God" taketh away his 
oul ? All his Enjoyments are. then at an 
End; and thoſe Schemes, upon which he 
ad built his Happineſs, will yaniſh and 
ome to nothing. But with a good Man 
t is far otherwiſe-: He looks beyond this 
reſent Life, and  beholds with an Eye 
f Faith the heavenly Feruſalem, the City 
f the living Ged; that .Place of endleſs 
Happineſs, * which God has prepared ' 
or them -that love him. In the Hopes . 
ind Expectations of this - Happineſs, 
e conſiders himſelf as a Pilgrim and ' 
ranger upon Earth, and is daily endea- | 
'ouring, through the Aſſiſtance of God's - 


loly Spiel, by a Life of Virtue and 
JF 2 Rights. 


\\ 


hi. 
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bY 'T be Great Importance 
Righteouſneſs, | to. become meet to be 
Partaker of the Inheritance of the Sain 

1n Light. Me CONE m 

Tt moſt indeed be Sed; tie Death 

. the great King of Terrors; that the Diſſ 

lution of Soul and Body; and the Though 

of becoming a' Prey *to the. devour 
Worms, carries in it ſomething very ſhad 

| ing to Human Nature; yet to a good Ma 

Death appears in a quite different Vie 

_ * He conſiders, that to leave this World| 

£1 only to quit a Place of Trouble and Ve 

tion, of Vanity and; 'Emptineſs: -it is t 

Heave a barren and dry Wilderneſs, ohi 

mo Water is,” for the delightful Regior 

of felicity, where are. Rivers of Ple 

| Aure and a never-cealing Spring of en 
leſs Comfort, which will ſatisfy the - md 
longing. Defires of the Soul. He'conl 

Þ  _ ders, that though this earthly T abernacle 
; diſſolved, yet he has a Building of God, 
" Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in ll 
2 p a Heavens; and is aſſured with Fob, that hi 
- 25426427 Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall flana-1 

_ the latter Day upon the Earth; and thi 
though bis Body be deſtroyed, Jet in his Fll 
mM ac Jos _ whom he ſhall fee for hit 

ſell 


__ Of a Rerroous Lirr: 
If, and* his- Eyes Hall behold, - ond not: 
nother's.” - © | 
This is what Religion promiſes to > them, | 
pho, . by-patient: Continuance in well-doing,. 
> for Glory. and Honour, and Inmortality.. 
t is the Hopes and Expectations . of this _ - 
nſpeakable Happineſs *that fortify the 
ind' of a good Chriſtian, and give him 
Courage .and Reſolution, which *even- 
death irſelf ſhall not be able to ſhake. : 
It was this that gave. holy David ſuch 
Firmneſs. of ' Mind as made him ſay, >. 
Though 1 walk through the /, alley of the PC, xiii, 
hadow of Death, I will ſcar no Evil; for+ 
bou art with me; thy Rod and thy Staff 
omfort me. He had made God his Por- 
lon, his Hope, and his Truſt: The Lord, —xviii. 1, 
ays he, my ſony Rack, and my Defence, 
ry Sauiour, my God, and my Might, in 
pbom 'T will truft, my Biickler, the Horn | 
ſo of my Sabvation. - And though we ' 
nd him ſometimes complaining, that the >, 
borrows © of Death bad compaſſed bim, and ; 
be Over-flowings of Ungodlineſs made him 
pfraid; that the Pains of Hell came about © 
im T and. the Snares of Death overtook bim ; 
LY bo te ED 
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Pſalm 


| Men in all Ages, It is certain, ' whoeve 


' bend under him, There is nothing (as | 
/ have obſerved in, the former Chapter 


*ahd the Hopes of the Favour and+Loy 


- under the Weight and Preſſure of any great 
Calamity; much leſs will any, Thing elſe þe 
- a ſufficient ſupport at the Hour of Death 


We ſhall ' Then be ſtript of all the Ples: 
ures and Enjoyments of this World; of al 


we are fortified with the 'Shield of Faith, 


_ - Tefs we have put on the Lord Feſus, and 
- are cloathed with the Robes of his Rv 


7 he Great Tnportance. 


yet the great Confidence he had in thi 
Goodneſs and Love of God, and 'the firm 
Belief of a better Life after the prefent, over 


JU 
cl 


| came- all his Fears. I had fainted, ſay": 
xxVil. 15. he, But that [ verily believe to ſee the Goolif 


neſs of the Lord in the Land of the Living. 
Religion has been the Support of good 


leans upon any Thing elſe will find tha 


he truſts to a broken Reed, which wil 


bus the Teſtimony of a good Conſcienct 


of God, that is able to bear a Man up 


thoſe Things 1 in which we are now apt t0 
place ſo great a Confidence : and, ynlek 


and the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs ; un: 


# . 


Of a: REewierous Lim «© 5% 
puſneſsz we ſhall be. left. naked and. de-- 
encelels,- to encounter Death. with all its | 
errors.. The Sinner, how much ſoever he. 
nay now truſt in;the Multitude of his: Riches, | 
and frengthen himſelf in bis Wickedneſs, muſt. 
ben giye-up all his Dependencies, and des. 
ſcend into the Regions of Darkneſs, not 
only without Hope, but (what is yet more 
terrible) with dreadtal. Expectations. Of. 
what. infinite , Moment then is it to all of 
us ſo- to. live, that when the Time*appointed: 
or. our great. Change. ſhall. come, we. may, 
meet ' Death without. Fear. and horrour ; 
and, - with' an bumble Confidence, | look 
vp." to 'God,.+ in- an afſured Hope. of Bis: 
Merey in- Chriſt Jeſys 1 + + | 


- A good Life] is indeed the ſure Pledge of 
a happy Death,” As irifills our Minds with 
Joy and. SatisfaRtion while we live, far 
ſurpaſling all the" Pleaſures of ſenſual Gra- 
tifications;” ſo; when we come''to die, it” 
gives us that. Peace"sf God which Paſſeth all 
Underftanding, When a Man 'in' his laſt 
Hour can look ' back upon | a 'Life well. 
ſpent, and can ſay, with "King Hezekiab, 
Remember now, ,'O. Lord, I-beſeech thee, Thiah 
bow T* bave walked before thee in Truth XXXVIII, 3. 
'D 4 and. 
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- aid with @ perfect Heart,” and bave dont 


he is to exchange it fora Building of God, 4 
 Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in the 


' Comfort mult it be to a dying Man wheti 
he is encering into the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, to have before thim-/ a" bright Wn 
| Profpett of Life and Glory z to! find ;the Wie 
' Light of God's: Countenance ſhining: uponſÞi 
his Mind, and «the Comforts of his Holy Þ: 


The Great Inportane (+ 


that aphich is good' itt "thy. Sight; ; what /an 
unſpeakable Satisfa&tion muſt it be to him} 
how : mild and -calm” wilt 'Death Ther ap- 
pear? -and with how little: Concern'will hefÞ 0 


receive its Summons ! with what  Chear-MWuc 
fulneſs will he Then take leave of thif 


World, and all that was dear to him+in it! 
And how contentedly will he quit his 
earthly Tabernacle when” he conſiders, that 


Heavens! 1 fay, what an” unſpeakable 


Spirit [chearing and refreſhing his Soul; Ys! 
to be able to look up to God: with a filtalÞ* 


Confidence, and,” with a Hepe. full of Glory ſv! 


and Immortality, to reſign his. Soul- into! ot 


the Hands: of (his; Maker ;. not doubting, er 
| but his. Heavenly, Father, whom: he has Fic 
_. faithfully ſerved in -this World, -will take 
; Care of bim, and reward. Him 1 in 'the next; 


7 
- . and 
: 4 «4 - -" 7 
: us 


Of a Reticiovs Birx: RD ..." * 
ind that the ſame infinite Power: and Gogd- : 
eſs, which has carried him ſafe through this 

Vale of Tears and Myfery, will condu& him ; 
n his -Paſſage to. a bleſſed Eternity! Oh, 

w far more happy muſt the Death of. 
ich an one-be, than the moſt envied State. 
ff the preateſt -MortaH! Who would not. 
viſh 70' die the Death of the Righteous, and | 
hat bis- tu End may be like His! Ef-. 
ecially, he 


If we conſider, in: the | next place, the - | 
icrable Condition of a wicked Man, whei .” 
Death approaches. But how ſhall T deſcribe - 
he Agonies and' Convulfions of Mind, _ . 
yhich a . deſpairing Sinner labours: under - , 
n. his laſt Hour! Who 'can expreſs. 
he Anguiſh and. Torment that He feels,. 

ho is under the Terrour . of. Death and 
Damnation ! ' The. Spirit of a_ Man, ſaySPror. | 
olomon, will ſuſtain bis. Infirmity z ;.. but Lt 14." 
pounded Spirit who can bear? The moit Exe 
uiſite Pains and Torments of. the Body are - 
othins,' compared with what a dying Sin--- 
er feels fromthe Stings of his guilty. Con- © 
ence... With what Shame and Confuſion 
my he Then look back upon the Adions of - 
2, Ds: Ce his 


- 
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The Great Importance - 


his paſt Life! How does he tremble and ſtand 
confounded, at the Remembrance of thoſe 
Sins which were once the darling Objects of 
his guilty © Deſires !- and what an horribk 
. Dread overwhelms his Mind, when he con- 
fiders that he is entering upon that unchange: 
able State, trom which he knows there 1s _n 
Redemption! that he is going togive an Ac: 

. count of a Life, which he cannot reflet ups 
without ſelf-condemnation and Remorle, and 
- For which he is juſtly afraid he ſhall. in a few 
Moments, be conſigned to endleſs Miſery and 
Torments! How does he -blame himſell, 
_ when. his Conſcience reproaches. him for 
' having ſpent that Time infignificantly, 0 
wickedly, which was given.him for noble and 
excellent. Purpoſes ; that- he has negleCed 
the great and Important. Work. of his Salya- 
tion, and. been deaf to-all. the Calls and Ink 
vitations of God's Holy Spirit; that, .inſtead 
of laying up-in- Store a.good- Foundation of 
Hope and, Comfort. againſt the Day. of 
Trouble, which. is-now-come upon-him-z he 
has heaped. up to- himſelf. a. dreadful- 1;oad 
of Guilt,. which is LY: to fink; him. "wa 
its intolerable. Weight ! 7, 
@ wretched 


FF, 


oF: 


Of a Rzi610Vs L1rs, WET. 61+ 


O wretched Man | -what- would'ſt thou 
give, were it in thy Power, to recall thoſe. 
precious moments 'which thou haſt-laviſhed 
away in Sin. and Vanity !.. How: doſt thou 
with, that thou hadſt known in Time the. 
Things that belong to thy Peace | But, alas © 
They are now hidden. from. thine Eyes; and. 
nothing is left but Darkneſs and. Deſpair. NA 

Burt Jer us ſappoſe. the Life of a dying.” 
Perſon not to have been ſo flagrant and vi- 
cious, as ito fall his Mind with ſuch black: 
and deſpairing Thoughts ; yet, it, upon- 
the Reyiew of it in his laſt Hour, he finds. 
in it ſuch 'a- Mixture. of. Good and Eyil,, 
that he is in great, Doubt and Uncertainty,” 
concerning | his eternal Welfare; how-ſad-- 
and diſconfolate-'muſt - his Condition"even. = 
Then . be! .and-: what *a «dreadful, Anxiety. 
will. he. labour under : when he..conſiders, - 
that | he is leaving this World and, going. 
he knows. not : whither ;- that he is juſt- © 
launching out into: the. boundleſs: Ocean of - 
Eternity 5 . and: that the - next Moment. 
he ..may , ſink-. into. the « terrible. Abyſs 
of endleſs Miſery and Torment:! | It | is, 
without” all. INNS: TY moſt. diſtreſs- 
| CE OR D 6- ; ful-: 
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 2**i-29. £72! and; as the Pſalmi/t adviſes, would 
Pſ.xxxvii. keep Innocency, and: take beed to the: Thing 


- 


, 5 


" The Great F orfanee ©. 


fot circumſtance tbe dobbrful: concerhing 
an everit,-of which it-fo mearly concetns vs 
to have ſome' highly probable: Aſfuranee. 


O- that Men would! be perſuaded ſeri. 
ouſly to think on theſe Things ! that they 
would | be- wiſe, and confider their latter 


that is right ! for, that, and that only, ſhall 
bring a Man Peace at the Taft, And who 
is there fo ſtupid, that would not wiſh for 
fach an invaluable Blefling ? What wiſe Man 
would - not rather ſubmit to the worſt that 


could befall him here in a ſhort Life, than 


ren the leaſt Riſque of going out of this 
World under the Terrours of a guilty 
| Conſcience ? Ir is, (whatever thoſe,. who: 
are | carried ' away by their” -Luſts. and: 
Paſſions, may - *thitik, ir is) the. vtmoſt 


_ Wiſdem'” of Man - to prepare ' for- _ his: 


Hitter” End, by .condu&ing himſelf accord. 
ng to the Will. of his gredt Creator: for, it! 
is certain, (however ſome may vainly Matter 
themſelves), there is'no Jeaving this * :World* 
with any” tolerable ' "Compoſure, unleſs: 
our Lives! have been. fuck; as,. through! 


Ws FATE - 


of '® Rzwrorvs Eres. 


the tender Mercies of God and the Merits bo 


Chriſt Jeſus, to give us a reaſonable hope that” 
we may be found in. the Number of thoſe- 


whom our great Judge ſhall ar the laſt Day- 


pronounce” Blzſed. ' But this can only be- 
the Lor and Portion of the Righteous ; for,. 


how” can: any. one, whoſe Eife has. been a. 


dire ContradiQtion, to the Will of: God, 

entertain- Hopes of his Favour ?' Per- 
laps, when: he fees Death. approaching,.. 
he may bewail the Folly of - his. paſt\con-- 


du, and with: Rrong Crying -aud Tears ; 
reſolve” upon” a new- Courſe of Life; if 'ir> 
ſhould pleaſe God'to ſpare him :- Bur, fitice+ 
the Goſpel" kath no where affured us, that: 


God will accept. of. a Death- bed Repen-- 


tance,. or be reconciled' 10+ a' Sinner who+ 
(afrer” haging lived 4: wicked and careleſs: 
Life, and*been- deaf" to-alF the Calls and” 


 Ihvitationsof the Holy Spirit, the Threaten- : 
ings: of. the: Goſpel, and* the Checks of his 
own Conſcieffee) ſhall at-the laft, when he" 
is able” ro gratify.. his Luſts-no Tonget, and 
begins to. fear” the'ſad Conſequences of his* 


Sins, ery. out for Merey,. and wiſh that he: . 
lad been wile TIER ay, fince God has: - 


No: 
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The Great Importance” | 

no: where revealed, that. he: will .accept'of I *? 
ahy repentance. which is not followed by a. th 
thorough Change. and Amendment of: Life, dc 
- and 3 finecrs. Obedience ,to. his Command-, 
ments: and lince-it is impoſlible. for a-dying, L 
Sinner to.bring forth- ſuch -fruits of Repen- 
tance ;. how. precarious muſt his Hopes: 
| be, that are built Yon ſo: uncertain a. F oun- 
dation!. | Ee 
[t is true,. to. "repent Is. all this: a Man: 
who has led a wicked Life can do, when: 
he comes to die;. and It would be well, for: 
his own - Sake, and for the. ſake of this ſor-. 
rowful Friends and Relations, that he would. 
do this much, and not go out- of the World. 
hardened - and* Be: for, who knows $/ 
' bow far infinire: Mercy may be extended ? : 
Bur, ſorely, it. muſt .. be; the. greateſt. 
Toſtance - of Folly: and- Madaeſs,. to” ha-. 
Zard a Matter. of ſuch: infinite - Moment: 
upon: ſo uncertain -an- -Iffue; upon 'a few : 
 broken;.. confuſed, . and: alnofk defpairing : 
Sighs and. Groans: . .for;: if the: Remorſe and : 
Horrours, . the folemn: Vows and Refolu- - 24 
_ tions of ſuch Men. ſhould not prove 2 true-: 
godly, Sorcow. 3 4 Rapgnpober, ta: Salugtion, | 
| noL1 
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not to be repented of (as no Man can-ſay. 
they certainly will), - they are. loſt and W- 
done to all Eternity. . 
But ſuppoſe we could be aſſured, that : a 
Death- bed Repentance would be effstu al ;- 
yet who can tel, whether a Man may have 
Time for that Work in the. Hour of Death? 
Or, if he could be certain that a lingering, 
Sickneſs would. put an End to his Days ;' 
yet haw does he know. that God will ther. 
vouchlafe: him: the Grace of Repentance # P 
and without That Grace it. is- unpoſible he- 
ſhould "repent.. . O- how. much. rather may: 
ſuch. a Perſon- have Cauſe to tear, leſt God. 
ſhould. be ſo. provoked, byhis many wilful 
Refuſals. to hearken, to the Calts-and. Admo- 
nicions;of. the Holy Spirit; as to..cut ſhort: 
| his Day of. Grace,. and deliver: him-over to-. 
a hardened and reprobate Ming 1: | 
The Scripture: aſſures. us, . that. there i 1S a> ; 
Tine. when.Men-ſhall-call upon- God, and. \"j 
he will not. hearken:. - Becauſe I have ccalled;p,,,. | 
and ye. refuſed ;. 1. have. ftretched” out? my 24, &. 
Hand,. and. no Man regarded ; . but: ye have. 
 fet at. nought- all. my Counſel, - and would. 
none of my AT. 6: alſo. will. Jaugh-at: 


— 


| X  yaur: 


The Great: Importance. 


your Calamity + T will mock when your Fear 
cometh; when your Fear cometh ns Deſola- 
tion; and your Deſtruftion cometh as a Whirl: 
_ wind; when. Diſtreſs and. Anguiſh cameth. 
upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, but 
1 will met anſwer ; they will - ſeek: me early, - 
but they ſhall not find me : for that they hated 
Knowledge, and did not chuſe the Fear of the. 
| Lord : © they would none of my Counſel. They 
' deſpiſed all my Reproof ; therefore ſhall they 
eat of the Fruit of their own W, ay, and be filled 
2vith"*their: own Devices... The.End. of the 
_ TR and Forbearance of .God is: 
. to lead Men te Repentance : - but if inſtead'! 
W” producing that bleſſed Effect, it only har-: 
dens them in. their Sins, and makes them- Tre-. 
ſolve to..go -on- in- their- wicked. Courſes, 2 
vainly preſuming. they. ſhall repent, when +. 


they come to die; how. juſt may it bein - | 


God to leave them-at their laſt Hour. under - 
all the- Terrors and Negonies. of a fearful 
Death! #0 laugh at. -their pans 4. and. to. 
+ ek oben their Fear cameth |: 

*.O- confider «this, all ye. that forget God S. 
bet he. pluck. You away, and there be none to -+ 
deliver: you. Eonlides | it in <dve Time, be-- 


fore . 


Of ; a Rnverbrov? bye; 


ff reconciling! yourſelves : to. your offended 


vour Salvation To-day;>while it-is called To- 
day,” before \the Night cometh when no Man 


can "work. - Remember, - that though you - 
are now, ' perhaps, i in-Health and Screogth 3. 


in' the Prime and Vigour of your Years; 
ſurrourided with the Pleaſures of a. great 
and" fplendid Fortune \, | yer the! Time is' 
coming, ' and (whether *you® think” of it or- 
not) is haſtening on apace, when you muſt 
take-'your Leave.-of- all 'that'is defirable 
upon Eaeth.! Nothing wilt hex /ftand/ you" 


in any Stead 'but:, a good ' Conſcience. 
neither» Honqurs, !,;,nor- Riches, | \nor-- any. | 


Thing! elſe: that Men -are: now-.ſo'fond of, 


Eaſe, or afford you . One: comfortable 


wy 


ore it be roo'late, before the'dreadful. Hour 
omes . upon 'you, when all. Opportuniries' 


Zod! ſhall be taken: from youj/! andthe Door. 
ff hope" ſhall be for ever | ſhut.” Silence 
he Clamour of your | paſſions, and liſten' 
0 the Threatenings of God's Holy Word, 
he Admonitiors -of his Bleſſed: Spirit; and 
he Checks of your:own Conſciences. -' Be. 
perſuaded to ſet 'abour: the: great Work of: 


will 4462 be. able to give you,one Moment's. 


js 5 havght.. 
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'Thovght. Nothing will. zhex be ſufficient 


Meaſure anſwered -the Enid for which: God: 
- ſent:yow into. the World ;: by. having lived 
_ inthe Fear and Love of Gol and in Simpli- 


, Bf hog in this World, © 


T be Sw | Bhieiin "3 


but . the Conſciouſneſs of . having in ſome 


city'and godly Sincerity having. Di. your Con: 


Tt was this that made. St. "Band: deli 
za' be, aifſolved and to; be: with | Chriſt + 


_ for,: he had fought a good Fight and: kept 
the. Faith, And therefore the could ſay 
_ with. great Aſſurance, when. The Time of 


bis. Departure was at Hand, that there was 
laid mp. for him a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 


Which kara Lord, the-ri ghteous Fudge, ſnouta. 


give. him at that Day, And'it was this that. 
made-a late pious * Divine of our Churchs 


when he was near his Death, utter theſe re- 


markable: Expreſſions ; * I am entering upon 
my: laſt Labour; the Lord gave, and he: 
* is nowi taking away, bleſſ*dbe'the Name 
© of the Lord! for, 'I thank my God-I am: 


. * going without. any Diſtruſt, - without. the 


« leaſt Miſ-giving, to a Place. of: Reſt, and 
'- * Ketilewell, Sze rhe Preface to bis Five e Diſeaus s 


pub jſbed fone his Death 


« Joy, 


Oo a Re11610vs Lye. 
5 Joy; and everlaſting Bliſs. There is no 


« Life like a happy Death. | I have 'en-. 
© deavoured, even from my Youth, to ap- . 
* prove myſelf a faithful Servant to my 


* great Maſter. + + I have. taken ſome Pains 


6 in writing ſeveral' Books ; I have ſeri- 


© ouſly conſidered them ; and am fully ſatiſ- 
* fied (looking on hoſe about him), that 


« you. may find in them the Way to 


© Heaven, The ; Chriſtian Duties © con- 
© tained therein have been my Practice, as 


' well as Study : and now I find the Ad- 


© vantage of it. .And therefore be careful 
© to read them often and ſeriouſly ; and live 


* ſuitably thereunto, that, when you come 
* to the Condition I am now' in, you may 


« die with Comfort, as you ſee me do, - 1 


© have. ſome little Pain indeed ; but my. 
© Pain 'is nothing ſo. eataocdinery” as my. 
J Hopes ; for, I have earneſtly repented of 


v all my. Sins, and verily believe, * that; 
* through the tender Mercies of my God, 


* and the Merits of my Bleſſed Saviour 
« Feſus Chrift, 1 ſhall be carried up into 
6 Abraham's Boſom.” * After which, 'it is 


fad, he made this ſhort Prayer,  * 1 wait, 


7 SR God, 
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of. God, for that Everlaſting Reſt, which: 
* | want. at preſent, but ſhall not- long. . I 
© I am ready, when thou-my God calleſt for 
© me; yet can ſtay with Patience till thou: 
© pleaſeſt: for thy Time is the "beſt Time, 
© and thy Pleaſure the beſt Pleaſure,” _ 
See here the End of a good Man-! How: 
calm, how ſerene and comfortable is his. 
Death! | 1s there any T hing. like: This, in; 
the Cafe of a wicked Man, in"the Hour. of. 
his Difſolution?- Alas 1: no,. If you: behold 
ſuch a Perſon in his laſt Extremity (un-. 
| leſs he die. hardened and'impenitent); you: 
will hear little ele bur: bitter-Refle&tions;. 
fad Bewailings, - wretched upbraidings of: 
himſelf;. for the- Folly and Madnels of 
his paſt Life; together. with deſpairing Sighs. 
and Groans, black and dreadful to himſelf, 
| and very terrible: to- all} about him. May 
God of his infinite Mercy keep everyone of: 
us ffom-ſach a dreadfut Hour!'- and teach- 
5 all'ſo to_number our Days, as to apply our 
Hearts unto W: iſdom; unto that #rue Wiſdom, 
_ which will make us. wiſe unto Salvation. 
- fill -our Minds with- Comfort and Satisfac- 
tion,; ue We. hive ; and, what. is of in- 
| nicely. 


© Of: a Rireto 10v's Lire. 


finitely more Value, give us, when we come 
to die, that Peace of God which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding, through Tejus - erty Our 
LONG Amen | | 


 APRAYER. 


Moſt great and mighty God! 'mn whoſe 

Hands are the Iſſues of Life and Death! _ 
Thou ordereft all Things by thy infinite 
Power and . Wiſdom, and haſt appoint- 
ed for all Men. once to die ; and, after 
this ſhort Life is ended, haſt, of thy infi- 
nite Goodneſs, provided for thy faithful 
Servants a State of endleſs Bliſs and Hap- 
| pineſs. O! make me truly ſenſible of the 
Frailty and Uncertainty of my Life, and 
reach me ſo to number my Days, that 1 
may apply my Heart unto true Wiſdom. 
Let not Death ever ſurprize me unawares, p 
or find me in a State unprovided. Bur 
erant that I may live in ſuch a conftant- 
TENG for my latter End, that, how - 
1  Tuddenly 
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The Great Auirivier 


ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be pleaſed to 
take me out of this World, I may be found 
ready and prepared- for that great Account, 
which I muſt one Day give befure the Judp- 


ment-ſeat of Chriſt. Enable me, by the 


Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and holy Spirit, to 


finiſh the great Work of my Salvation be- 
fore the Night comes, when no Man can 
work, and to lay a good Foundation of 


Hope and Comfort againſt the Hour of my 


Death ; that, when the Time of my De- 


parture ſhall come, I may look back upon 


_ a well-ſpent Life with Joy and Comfort, and 


may meet Death without Fear. 
Look upon me, O moſt. gracious God, 


when: the Time of my Diſſolution draws 
nigh, as a reconciled Father in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
| Speak Peace unto my Conſcience, and fay | 
unto my Soul, <* I am the God of thy Sal- 
* vation.” Let not the cruel Enemy of Souls | 


affrighten me with his Terrours ; but give 


thy holy Angels charge over me, to keep 
me out of his Hands, and let the Comforts 
of thy Holy Spirit chear and cheriſh my 
. Soul in its Paſſage through this Vale of 


Tears and Fe to A "happy Hs: 
O Lord! 


Of 'a Rrtior6vs Lies, 


O Lord ! leave me not to myſelf in that 


Time 'of Diftreſs, when I ſhall ſtand in ſo 
much” need -'6f thee! ' Confirm my Faith ; 

ſupport mein my dving Agonies ; z and for 
fake me not, when my 'Strength' faileth. 
Let thy merciful - Ears, O -God, be then 
open to my Prayers y and ſpare me, O 
Lord: moſt holy, O-God moſt mighty, O 
holy and merciful -Saviour, thou - moſt 
worthy Judge eternal ! ſuffer me not at my 
laſt Hour, through any Pains of Body, or 
Weakneſs of Mind, to renounce my De- 
pendence upon thee. But grant, O mer- 


ciful Father, that, with an humble Reli- 


ance on thy 'Mercies, and the infinite Merits 
of my dear Redeemer, and with an entire 


Submiſſion to thy bleſſed Will, I may 


chearfully reſign my Soul into thy Hands, 
and may be willing, -and even deſirous, 
to leave this * World, when. thou, my 


God, in \thy great Wiſdom, ſhalt fee it - 


fitting. 
O Lord! let me never be ſeparated 


from thee; but grant that my Soul may | 


be ſo united 'to thee, who art the Fulneſs 


of n Happineſs, by: the ſtrongeſt Ties of 


Tu:  Fajth, 
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Faith, Lav and Obedience, that, after 
Life ſpent here'in thy;Service, .I may-dwel 
with thee in , Life. everlaſting, and be 
ceived into thoſe Manſions of Eternal Bliſ 
and Glory, which- thou haſt--prepared fall | 
them-that truly: love and fear thee, . Gran 
this, O Lord, : through the Merits, and fc 
the ſake, of thy beloved Sod, 36 cſus HO 
our only Saviour'! pan Erth 


PS, 


My. 


[gu], 
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622:o1:4 GEE ATP; YO 
TITHERTO I have. conſidered the 
great Advantages of Religion, as 

hey reſpeRt only our Well-being. in this 
Vorld, | and our going comfortably out 
f it ; but, there are other. Advantages 
tending a good Life, infinitely beyond 
ll that . have been mentioned; namely, - 
hat it will entitle us, through .the Merits 
ff Chriſt Feſus, to an Inheritance mcorrup- 
ible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
| ſhall endeavour, therefore, to ſhew, in 
Ne WS =D the 


/ 


| - Angels, and for ever be ſinging Anthems of 


The Great Importance 


the laft Place, that a ſerious and conſcien. 
tious Obſervance of the Duties of Re: 
ligion, will * moſt certainly be reward 
ed with ecernal Happineſs in the Life t 
come. 
And here 1 ſhall not aſus ſo much a 
to aim at a Deſcription of that exceedin 
Weight of Glory, which God has reſerved fa 
thoſe that truly love him. In the Scrip- thi 
ture, indeed, the Glories of the orthellffſ** 
World are repreſented to us, in Conde-W*” 
ſcenfion to our weak Capacities, as a. King- A 
dom, and a Crown, an eternal Kingdom, an Kr 
a never-fading Crown ;, But the State of the al 
' other World is a State ſo unknown to us, of 
and fo much above our imperfect Concep- ot 
tions, that we ſhall never be able fully to : 
comprehend it, till we arrive at the acudſ® 
Enjoyment. For, though we know tha” 
we ſhall there ſee God, and the Bleſſed. Jeſus, 
who loved us and gave himſelf for us, 
and ſhall to all Eternity enjoy . Him who 
- is the Source and Fountain of all Good; 
that we ſhall there converſe with Saints and 


Praiſe to our great Creator and Redeemer; 


ya 


Of a REL1cious Lire. 
et how great the Pleaſure of this will be, 


ind with what Extaſies and Raptures our- 


Souls ſhall then break forth, when they. 
taſte of the Fulneſs of that Foy which is in 
he Preſence of Ged for evermore ; is what our 
finite Underſtandings cannot poſſibly reach. 
Of this, however, we may reſt aſſured ; that 
the Things which God hath reſerved for 
them that love him, are ſuch as neither Eye 


bath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 74 


entered. into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
As this is ſufficient for us at preſent to 
know in general, concerning this Fat; 


all curious Inquiries into the preciſe Nature | 


of the Happineſs of the next Life, will be 
of ſmall Uſe to us: They may fill our 
Heads with fine Speculations, but will fig- 


nify little to dire&t our Practice. What we 
are more concerned to know, and in the moſt 


explicit manner 1s, that our ſincere Obe- 


dience to God's Commandments will cer- - 
tainly be rewarded with eternal Life and __ 


Happineſs. This, indeed, is a Matter which 


It Imports us to be well aſſured of; that we 


may not be weary of. Well-doing, but 


” 


may run with Patience the Race that is ſet Heb. xii, 


% 
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Phil. iii. before ws, and preſs towards the Mark fo 


| Fefus. 


who. would have us believe, that we 


deavour to perſuade themſelves and other, 
that there really is none : ſo that, inſtead o 
regulating their Practice by their Faith, they 


The Great Enportance. 


the Prize of the high Dn of God in cry 


There are fome indent (ard a ma 
choly Reflection 1t is that there are) 


die like the Beaſts which periſh, and tha 
when.we leave this World there is an E.ndd 
our Exiſtence. But thele, upon Inquiry, I be 
heve, will be always found to be Perfons wht 
firſt live as if there was no God, and then en: 


moſt prepoſteroully ſuit their Faith to their 
Practice, I ſhall not, therefore, concern my: 
ſelf at preſent with theſe Men z my Deſign 
being chiefly for the Sake of thoſe, who 
believe the Chriſtian Religion, and the Re: 
velation of God's Will in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, And ſurely to ſuch it can be no 
Doubt, Gut that in- thoſe: ſacred Writings 
we have eternal Life; and that the Perfor 
mance of God's Commandments, 1 is the cer- 


tain and d indicates Condition of obtatn- th 
ing It, | | W 


It 


Of « Rericrovs Lire. | Vs 


Natural Religion, it is true, will mach us, 
ot only that God is, but that be is a Re- 
bardef of them - that diligently. ſeek him : 
but it hath pleaſed God, of his great Good- 
neſs, not to leave us to the Light of Nature 
lone, to diſcover this weighty Truth. The 
Rewards of another Life are ſo fully and 
learly revealed in the Writings of our Savi- 
ur and his Apoſtles ; and the Way to obtain. _ 
hem 1s there fo plainly marked out; that 
here is no Room for any Doubt, or Uncer- | 
tainty concerning that Matter. Whatever 
dark, or imperfe&, Notions the Jews, as 
ell as Gentiles, had of a future Statg, It 
s certain, that Life and Immortality is now 
brought to Light by the Goſpel: and we may - 
teſt aſſured, that though, when we die, our 
Bodies ſhall be laid in the gold Chambers 
df the Grave, and there become the Food 
of Worms, and moulder into Duſt; yet 
It will not be long ere this corruptible Cor. xv. 
fall put on radia, and this mortal 53: 
yall put on - Immortality. For, God bath Ads xvii. 
appointed a Day in the which he will judge3"* * 
the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath 
STE, 


80 
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given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that be hath 
2 Cor, v. raiſed him from the Dead: A Day wherein 


IO. 


we muſt all appear before the Fudgment-ſea 


, of Chriſt, that every one may receive thi 


Things done in his Body, according to that hy 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. 1nd 


9* then all that are in their Graves ſhall hea 


his Voice, and ſhall come forth : they that haw 
done Good, unto the Reſurrefion of Life; and 
they that have done Evil, unto the Reſurredtion 
of Damnation. 

He then who believes the Goſpel (a 


every one *muſt, that lives . in the lie 


of it, unleſs he be wretchedly blind- 
ed by his Luſts and Paflions) can never 
doubt: of theſe two great Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; he Reſurrettion of the 
Body, -and the Life everlaſting. The Pol- 
fibility of the former hath been made evi- 
dent, by the Reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Dead; and the certainty of the 
latter appears, from the expreſs Decla- 


rations of God in the Holy Scriptures. 
Indeed, the whole Tenour of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion ſufficiently proves 1t; every 
Precept of which tends to purify and re- 
fine our Natures, and to fit and Prepare us 

for 


( 
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for the Society of Saints and Angels in 
another Life. - The Apoſtle affures us, that 
Ged hath not appointed us to Wrath, but tore v, 
obtain Salvation by our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, 9, 10. 
who. died for us,. that we ſhould live together 
with him. And St. John tells us, that God 
ſo loved the World, that he gave his only be- fol ti. 
gotten Son, to the End that all that believe16. 
in bing fpould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Lifts =. - 
If then we believe that God is inflliitely 
juſt and true, we can never doubt, that at 

the great Day of Retribution, be will render 
| to every Man according to his Deeds. To themy, :: 
who, by patient Continuance in Well-doing, 6, 7.8, 9s 
ſeek for Glory and Honour and Immortality , 
He (who is Truth itſelf, and cannot deceive) 
hath-promiſed eternal Life: but to them who 
are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, 
but obey Unriphteouſneſs ; He hath declared” 
that he will pour forth Jndignation and 
Wrath, Tribulation aud Anguiſh, upon every 
Soul of Man that doth Evil, of the Jew firſt, 
and alſo of ibe Gentile. w 

Our Saviour, in his Expoſition of the 
Parable of the T ares, tells us that at thematt. xiii. 
End of the World, the Son of Man ſhall49:4:42» 

E 4 ſens 
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ſend forth his; Angels, and they fhall gather ou 
of his Kingdom all Things that offend, and 
them which do Iniquity, and fhall caſt then 
into a Furnace of Fire: there ſhall be wailing 
and gnaſhing of* Teeth. So likewiſe 1n hi 

Expoſition of the Parable of the Net, in the 
Ver. 49. ſame Chapter, he ſays, that at tbe End of th 
* World, the Angels fhall come forth and ſeun 
the Wicked from among the Juſt, and ſhall caf þ 

' them into the Furnace of Fire : there ſhall bt of 
wailing aud gnaſping of Teeth. Thus again, 3 
Matt.xzy. WE are told by our Saviour, that. when the ” 
It, 32» Son of Man ſhall come in his Glory, and all 
33» 3+* the holy Angels with him, then ſhall he ſi 
upon the Throne of his Glory, and before him 

ſhall be gathered all Nations, and he ſpall 
ſeparate them one from another, as a Shep- 

herd divideth his Sheep from. the Goats ; and 

be ſhall ſet the Sheep on bis Right Hand, but 

the Goats on the Left. Then ſhall he ſay 

unto them on his Right-hand; Come, ye bleſſed 

C of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
WL Ver. 41. for you from the Beginning of the Warld : 
"ny but to them on the Left hand, Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels, And theſe ſhall 
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go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Ver. 46. 
Righteous into Life eternal.. 
This, as it is a plain and lively Deſeep- 
tion of the awful Solemnity of that great 
and tremendous Day, when the Son of Man Matt, xvi, 
ſoall come in the Glory of his Father, with we 
bis Angels, to judge the Quick and the 
Dead; fo it is ſufficient to convince us, 
that, though without Holineſs no Man fhall Heb. xii. 
ſee the Lord, yet that every one who be- * 
leves the Golpel, and- ſincerely obeys : the 
Precepts of it, ſhall aſſuredly enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, This was the very 
Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, and the End 
tor whicy he was contented to be given 
up into the Hands of cruel Men, to be 
buffeted, ſpit upon, and evil-entreated, and 
at Jaſt to ſuffer a cruc} and 1gnominious. 
Death upon the Croſs. He gave himſelf forms, :: 42 
us, that he might redeem us from. all Iniquity, Heb, 5,g. 
and become the Author of eternal Saruation. to * 
all them that obey him. Though be was rich, 
yet for our ſakes he became ' poor, that we 
through his poverty might be made rich.. He 
was wounded for aur Tranſgreſſions, he was 
truiſed for our Iniquities ; the Chaſtiſement of- 
E. $:- | our 


_ 
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or Peace was upon him, and Wye his Stripes 
we are healed. 

 TheRedemptionof Mankind was thought 
a Deſign worthy the Son of God. The'Souls 
of Men were of fo great a Value in His 
Sight, that he eſteemed nothing too much, 
or too great, to ſuffer for their ' Sakes. He 
taw and pitied our Miſery, and knew that 
without a Saviour we mult be loſt for ever: 


He therefore condeſcended ſo far as to: 


humble himſelfeven to the Death upon the 


Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners who lay. in 


Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death; that 
| he might: make us. the Children of God, 
- and exalt us to. everlaſting Life.. So that 
Ephef. ii. though we were ſometimes afar off, yet being 


13, 19+ now made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, we are 


no more Strangers. and Fereigners, but Fel- 


low-citizens. with the Saints, and of tht 
 Houſhold of God; And if we- are careful: 


2Tim. iv.to perform our Parts, we may. aſſuredly ſay 
"Vs with St. Paul, that henceforth there is laid 


up - for. us a- Crown. of Righteouſneſs, which. 


the Lord, the righteous. Fudge, ſhall give us 


at. that Day. F 'or, we have the. Promule of. 


_ Him 


% 
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Him who is Truth itſelf and cannot deceive 

us, that, if we are faithful unto Death, HeRevel, ii, 

will give us a Crown of Life. 416 
And what a. glorious Incitement is this 
to all Men, !o live ſoberly, righteouſly, - and 

godlity, in this preſent World! What can be | 

more eftectual to make us fedfaft and un- 1 Cor. xv. - i 
moveable, always abounding in the Work of 5*: 

_ the Lord, than to know that our Labour 
fhall not - be in vain in the Lord; that no 
good Action which we do, ſhall be loſt and 
fruitleſs z on che contrary, that, in a little 
Time, all:our Services will be infinitely re- 

; warded ; that every Grace and Virtue which | 
we exerciſe in this Life, and every Degree of 
them, ſhall receive their guſt Recompence at ' 
the Refurreflion of the Fuft ; and that, "if.we 
obey Gogs Laws faichtully and ſincerely, we - 
may be aſſured, that, through the tender 
Mercies of our heavenly Father, .and the 
Merits of our Redeemer, we fhall- be re-. 

| ceived into a Place of everlaſting Reſt and 

| Peace; where we ſhall adore - and praiſe 
the Author of our: Salvation, and contem- 
plate the glorious PerfeCtions of his Majeſty, 
with a joy and. Satisfaction infinitely ex- _ 

Bi 6-: _ ceeding . 
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ceeding all that we can now poſtibl CON- 
ceve ! 


© O bleſſed Time! (to uſe he Words of 


Archbiſhop Tillotſon) * when Mortality ſhall 


« be ſwallowed up of Life! and Death and 


* Sorrow ſhall be no more! when we ſhall 
© be eaſtd of all our Pains, and reſolved of 


* all our Doubts, and be purged from all 
« our Sins, and be freed from all our Fears, 


© and be happy beyond our Hopes! and 


© have all this Happineſs ſecured to us be- 
* yond the Power of Time and Change! 
As theſe. Conſiderations cannot but 


Col.3. x9. at preſent fill our Hearts with Foy un- 


Jptakavie, and excite us continually #9 
give Thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be Portakers of the Inberi- 
. tance of the Saints in Light, whs hath de- 
livered us from the Power of Darkneſs, and 
tranſlated #s into the Kingdom of his dear 
Son ; So, when we come to have a nearer 


and more immediate View of the Glo- 


ries -of that Kingdom which God . hath 
prepared for us; how will our Souls break 
* forth into Extaſies of Love and Joy ! 
how will it tranſport us to ſee him, whom 

we 
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we have loved and faithfully ſerved! t6 
ſee him, not arraigned for a 'Malefactor, 
not hanging -in a Thane] Manner upon 
the Croſs! "bur to ſee him, in all his Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, ſitting in a triumphant 
Manner upon his Throne, adored by An- 
oels- and. Arch-angels, #houſand "thouſandsn,, ;: 
miniſtering unto -bim, and ten thouſand times 10. 
ten thouſand landing before him ! to fee 
him, 1 by not as an angry and incenſed 
Judee, but as a merciful Saviour and Re- 
deemer, looking upon his faithful and be- _, 
loved Servants with the tendereſt Aﬀettion, 
and receiving them into the Arms of his 
everlaſting Mercy, with thoſe raviſhing 

Words, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, Il-Matt,xxv. 
berit the Kingdom prepared for you from34+ 
the Foundation of the World ! : 

But then, on the other hand, with what x 
Anguiſh and Deſpair will the Wicked and 
Ungodly behold the dreadful Solemnities 
of that awful Day ! how will they tremble 
and be confounded, when the Lord Feſus, Theg ;. 
ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his7.8. 
mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey 


net P96 Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: ? When 
| they 
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2Pet. ii. they. ſhall ſee the Heavens paſſing away 
Sat with a great Noiſe, and the Elements melt- 
ins with fervent Heat ;. the Earth alſo, and 
tbe Works: that are therein, burnt” up | 
waen they ſhall behold Hell open to 
receive them, and the great Judge of 
the - World,, with Terrour: in his Looks, 


Matt.xxv. tence, Depart: from me, ye Curfed, into ever- 
Go laſting Fire . prepared for the Devil and 'his 
es 


16: ' fall on . them, and t» hide them «from: the 


—x, 11. {hall they betake themſelves, when - both 


intercede in their Behalf * ? If He, that-once- 
died to. purchaſe. their Salvation, will not: 


ready. to pronounce. that dreadful Sen. 


Oh! 1m” what. Confuſion and ' Agonies: 
will thoſe Souls be, to whom thoſe dreadful. 
"Worms ſhall then be. ſpoken ! Hew. will 
Rev. vi, they. call upon the . Mcuntains 'and Rocks to 


Face . of *him that fitteth on the Throne, and. 
from the- rath. of the- Lamb !—But, alas !' 
what will that. avail. them; when 7zhe- 


great Day of his Wrath is come! W hither 


the Earth and the Heavens ſhall flee from 


the Preſence of the Fudge ! If the Saviour 
- of the World condemns -them, who ſhall: 


ſave them (as It is.certain he .will not ſave - 
Nags the | 


ook 
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the Wicked and Impenitent), to- whom 
ſhall they fly. for Succour ! It will then- - 
be toG: late to cry for Mercy, when. the 
Time of Judgment 1s come ;: too late tor: 
lament their Folly and Madneſs, . when the: 
Time of Working is over : all Prayers. 
znd- Entreaties, all Tears and. Repen-- 
rance, will then be in vain; | He that: 15Rev, xxii.. 
unjuſt muſt be wijuft ſtill; and. be that is" "+ 
filthy maſt be filthy. flill, As: the: Tree is 
failen, ſo it muſt lie-for ever. The Time 
of Trial, the Day of Grace, is ended, ar{Heb. x. 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but*® 27+- 
' a fery Iadignation maſt deveur- them. The. 
dreadful Hour 1s come,. when they-mulſt: 
be baniſhed for- ever from the Enjoyment: 
of: Him, in. whoſe Preſence alone is Ful- 
neſs of Fey ,, and:be doomed to thoſe Lakes: 
of tire and Brimflone, where the. Worm 
dieth net, and the Eire is: not quenched ; . 
where they. muſt be bound in everlaſting : 
Chains, and be. Day. and Night for ever Rey. xx, 
and ever tormented. by. the. Devil -and higs10- - 
accurſed Spirits (thoſe- cruel- and nnre- 
tenting. Beings) in the. Flames-of a moſt. 
outrageous: and never-to-be- extinguiſhed - 
Eire: 


« Could 


go 
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© Could I repreſent to you? (lays Arch- 
biſhop Ti/lotſen, in one of his excellent 
Sermons) * the Horrour of that - diſmal 
«* Priſon, into which wicked and impure 


'* Souls are to be thruſt, and the Milery 
* they muſt there endure, without the 


La 


leaſt Spark of Comfort, or Glimmering 


* of Hope; how' they wail and groan 
under the intolerable Wrath of God, 


A 


« the inſolent Scorn and Cruelty of - De-. 


« vils, the ſevere Laſhes 'and Stings, the 
raging Anguiſh and horrible Deſpair of 
c. tier own Minds, without Intermiſſion, 
*without Pity, and without Hope of 
ever ſeeing an End of that Mailery, 
which yet is unſupportable for one Mo- 
ment.——-Could I repreſent theſe - Things 


=. 


Lg 


' * to-you according to the Terrour of them; 


© what Fffc& mult they have -upon us þ 


A 


Lag 


to think of plunging himſelf into this 
« Miſery ; and by his own wilful Fault and 
« Follies endanger his coming into. this 
* Place and State of Torments !? 

Oh ! who indeed, can think of theſe 
Things without reſolving, in. good earneſt, 
to flce from the Wrath to come, and. to 


ſecure 


with what Patience could any Man. bear 
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ſecure a happy Eternity, by a Life of Vir- 
true and Righteouſneſs ! who, that believes 
the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and 
all the People that forget God ; that con- 
fiders what it is to dwell in the moſt ex- 
quifite Miſery and Torments to all Eter- 
nity z who, I fay, that conſiders thele' _ 
Truths, will not immediately reſolve 70 
have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 
of 'Darkneſs, but give, himſelf up entirely 
to the. Service and Obedience of -the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, with unfeigned Reſolutions of 
living ſoberly, righteouſl, and godly in 
this preſent. World ! In a word, who that is 
truly wiſe, and conſiders that Time itſelf 
compared with Eternity, is ſhort, and that 
the Time of Man is much ſhorter .z that 
Eternity has neither End nor Change ; and 
that every Man. is haſtening to an eternal and _ 
Invariable State, and wil] Gon be ſummoned 
to appear before the awful Tribunal of God ; 

there to give an Account of his Actions ; 
and, according. as he has behaved himlelt 
in this Lite, be then conſigned to 4 Place 
of endleis Happineſs or Miſery ; — who, i 
ſay, that reflefts upon theſe preat and: 


Important Truths, with that Seriouſnels 
_ and 
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and Concern which they deſerve, would 
_ ever reſign his Integrity. and part with 
that invaluable Prize, a good Conſcience,, 
' for the greateſt Happineſs this World 
_ could promiſe him! + How is it poſſible 
_ that'a Man, who -will give himſelf Time: 
_ to conſider what it is to be under the eter- 
nal Diſpleaſure of Almighty God,. ſhould 
do any Thing wilfully and: deliberately, 
which he knows will provoke his Anger} 


What: wiſe Man would not rather ſub--: 


nit to the. worſt that could befall him 


here in a ſvert Life;. than to run the leaſt 
Riſque of offending Him on whom his 
Welfare and Happineſs. muſt' depend: 
| hereafter, as. well as at preſent;z- not only: 


| in this .Life, but through all Eternity : 


eſpectally when- he conſiders what Obli- 
. gations he is under to approve himſelf a. 
faichſul Servant. of his great. Maſter, and 


to direct. and: govern his whole Condu& 


by - the Will of his Creator ; when he- 


refle&ts/ upon the - infinite Love of God 


manifeſted in- all the Works of: his Crea- 
tion and Providence, but particularly in that. 
ſtupendous Myſtery of our Redemption ; 


when. he thinks wpou the Breadth and 
Length, 


— 
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Length, the Heighth and Depth of that Live of 
God, which moved him- to fend his only- 
begotten Son into the World, to be the Propi- 
tiation for our Sins, and to ſuffer a cruel and. - 
ignominious Death upon the Croſs, that we 
might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life! 
Oh! how is it poſſible that any Man with ſuch 
impreſſions on his Mind, ſhould not be filled © 
with ſo grateful a Senſe of what God has done. 
for him, as to endeavour, all that in him lies, 
to act ſuitably to the infinite Love of ſo mer- 
citul a Father, ſo kind and loving a Saviour! 
—Surely the Love of God muſt conſtrain 
us—But, if there- be any one ſo ſtupid and. 
inſenſible,” as not to be wrought upon by _ 
ſuch powerful Motives, let him reflect 
upon the Terrours of the Lord, and aſk 
himſelf” ſeriouſly this important Queſtion, 
Whether he is able to' dwell with ever- 
laſting Burnings? Let him think upon that. 
terrible Day of the Lord, which, whether 
he thinks of it or not, will moſt affuredly 
come, when all that are in their Graves "I = 
ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth , 28, 29. 
they that have done Good, unto the Refar-. 
reetion of Life ; and they that bave done 
Evil, wntq the Reſurreftion af Damnation ; 3 
When. 
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when the Kings of - the Earth, and the 
" great, Men, and the rich \ Men, ' ſhall bide 
themſelves, in the Dens and in the Rocks 


of the Mountains, and ſhall ſay -to the 


\ Mountains and Rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the Face of Him that fitteth on 
the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 
Lamb. Let him revolve in. his Thoughts 
the miſerable Condition of thoſe wretched 
Souls, that ' are now ſhut up in the Re- 
cions of everlaſting Darkneſs, among an 
aceurſed Company of infernal Spirits ; and 
' then tell me, whether he thinks the ſhort 
and momentary Pleaſures of a wicked Life, 


_ will compenſate for endleſs Miſery and 
Torments. 

| There is no one, 1 Lalions: who thinks 
at all, but muſt think otherwiſe. Bur the 


creat Misfortune is, -that many Men are fo 
inflamed by their Luſts and Paſſions, - that ' 
they are ſeldom” cool. enough for ſaber Re- 


fiections, Yet, if they would be perſuaded 
frequently to meditate upon Death and 
Judgment; if they would repreſent to their 
Minds what a vaſt Diſproportion there is 
berween Time and Eternity, ' and con- 


ſider that the_ Pleaſures of Sin, at beſt, 


= are 
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are but for & Seaſen, whereas its Puniſh. 
ment -1s endleſs and intolerable ; I ſay, | 
could Men be: brought to. think of theſe 
Things with- any. Seriouſneſs, 1 doubt not 
but ſuch Thoughts would. in Time have 
their. proper Effect, arid would fo tho- 
roughly convince Wa of the great Folly 
and Danger of Sin, as to make them in 
o00d: Earneſt ſer about the oat Oe of 
their Salvation. _ Pi] 

© * The Judgment to. come is a very 
« amazing Conlideration : it is a fearful 
* Thing to hear of it; bur it will be much 
* more terrible to ſee it, eſpecially to thoſe _ 
* whoſe Guilt muſt needs -make them, fo 
* heartily: concerned in .the diſmal Conſe. — - 
* quences of it : and yet, as ſure as I ſtand 
* and you fit here, his - great "and terrible 
© Day of the Lord will come, and who may 
* abide his coming ! What ſhall we do when ' 
© that Day fhall ſurprize us careleſs and 
© unprepared ! What unſpeakable Horrour 
© and. Amazement will then take hold of 

© us, when, lifting up our Eyes to Heaven, 

* we ſhall ' ſee the Son of Man coming tt 

*in the C! louds with Power and great Glory ! © 


v "on Th o:on"s Sermons, Vol. UH. p. 412- 
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* when that! powerful Voice, which ſhall 
< pierce. the Ears of the Dead, ſhall ring 

« through the World, 4ri/ſe, ye Dead, ant 

© come to. Judgment ! when the mighty 


© Trumpet ſhall ſound, and 'waken the 


© Skeepers of a thouſand: Years, and ſum 
* mon the diſperſed Parts of the Bodiez 
© of all Men, that ever lived, -to rally 


| © together and take their Places ! and 
- © the Souls and Bodies of Men, which have 
© been ſo long Strangers -to. one- another, 


© ſhall meet, and be united again, to re- 


| © ceive the . Doom due to their Deeds |! 
*< what Fear. ſhall then furprize Sinners! 
© and how will they tremble at the Pre- 


« ſence of the great Judge, | and for the 


_ * Glory of his Majeſty ! how: will their. 


« Conſciences fly in their Fares, and their 


«© own Hearts condemn them for their 
«wicked and ungodly Lives, and even 


« prevent that Sentence, which yet. ſhall 


« certainly be engl and Executed Upon 


< themP _ 


_ Oh! let me han: intreat : every. one, with 
all the Earneſtneſs that an Object of ſuch 


vaſt Importance requires, frequently and 


_ ſeriouſly to think upon. 3he renieRGOuR 
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Day of Judgment, and the great Ac- 
count they muſt. then give; to conli- 
der .with themſelves how they ſtand 
with - reſpe&t to another Life; and what 
a, dreadiul Condition they will be in, if 
they- ſhould. be called to appear at the 
Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, before they have 
made. their Peace with God, and. ſecured 
an Intereſt in the Merits and Jnterceſſion 
of their great Judge. But eſpecially let 
me perſuade thoſe, who, in Purſuit of 
their unlawſul - Pleaſures have plunged 
themſelves in Senſuality and Wicked- 
neſs, to. pauſe a Moment, and conſider. 
whither they are going. Let me beg of 
them as they ' have any Regard for their 
preſent Peace and .. Happineſs, -or any . 
Value for their precious Souls ; as they 
would not leave this World under the 
Terrours and Agonies/ of a_ guilty Con- 
ſcience, nor appear at "the laſt Day, in 
the Preſence of God, ,and Angels; and of 
Men, under all the Circumſtances of Hor- . 
rour, Shame, -and Confuſion ; and, laſtly, 
as they would not then be baniſhed from 
the Preſence of God for ever, and be caſt 
into the bottomleſs Pit of Deſtruction, to 
| bo | De. - 
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be there tormented without Meaſure, and 


without End; let me, I ſay,” prevail upon 


them not to delay their Repenrance one 
Moment, but immediately forſake their 


; Jodlii.13.evil Ways, and turn unto the Lord their 


Ezekiel. 


_ KVIL, 27. 


God, who is gracious and © merciful, floy 
to Anger, and of great Kindneſs ; and who 
has aſſured us, by his Prophet, that when 
the wicked Man turneth away from his Wick- 


| .edneſs that he hath committed, and doth that 


Heb. iv. 
* Phil. 111. 


L4.” 


which is lawful and Tight, be ad: ſave bi 


Soul alive. © 
As for thoſe OS Chiiltings who 


have entered upon a good Life, and are 


_ engaged in the Praftice of Virtue and Re- 


ligion; "who make the Glory of God, and the 


| Salvation of their own Souls, and the Souls 


of all others, their great Care and Concern; | 
need*only to exhort them to go on 1n their 


Chriſtian Courſe with Courage and Relg- 


lution; zo hold faft their Profeſſion, and 
with an unwearied Diligence 7o preſs 46- 
wards the Mark; for the Prize of the high 


' Callins of God in Chriſt Jeſus, | nothing 


Phil. i, 6, doubting, ' but that. be that hath begun 4 


good I, be in them, will perform it until tut | 


_ the ws of Feſus Chriſt, God is faithful and 
that 


Os Rewicious LTex. _ 


that has- promiſed-; and therefore they my 
reſt afſured, 'that he will remember and re- 
ward their JYork of Faith, and Labour ws. Theſ- i. 
Love, and Patience of Hope in our Lord Feſus 3 | 
Chriſt ; and that in due Seaſon they ſhall Gal.vi.g. 
reap, if” they . faiut not. Yet -@ little while, "9g Xe 
and he that ſhall come will come-,- and bis*/ 
Reward is with him, to give to every Man 14 xXit. 
according as bis Work ſhall be : To him that Rev, in 
overcomath, be -will grant to fit with bim/in** 
vis Throne ;, even-as he alſo. overcame, and _ 
is ſet-down-with-his Father in his Throne. 

O happy, happy Time, for thoſe blefied 
Souls who -bave- fought the good Fight, and 
kept the Faith! All their Labours will theh - 
be at an End: that Crown of Life, which Rev. ii, 
God hath promiſed to his faithful Servants, '** 
will then be beſtowed. upon them ; and - - 
they ſhall be admitted {0 an Tnberitance in- 1 Pet. i. 4+ 
crruptible and undefiled, 'and that fadeth not 
eway, They ſhall then be received into a 
Place of endleſs Bliſs and Joy; where thereRev. 526. 
hall be no more Death, neither. Sorrow, nor** 
Crying , neither ' ſhall there be any more Pain, 
but all Tears ſhall be wiped from their Eyes : 
and they ol for ever enjoy the moſt per- 

F -- 


. . unto bim that fitteth upon the Throne, . aud tu 
_ the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. + 


| Kingdom which - he ' has purchaſed for 
| "us with his moſt precious Blood : if, onf 
the other hand, Guilt be its own Puniſh: 


will mott certainly be the Lot and Portion 
of the Wicked and Impenitent in the next; 
what Manner of Perſons ought we to be in all 
' faſt and immoveable ſhould theſe refle&tions 


: Works of his Commandments! With what 


the Great Importance | 


fe& and conſummate Happineſs, and fin 
eternal Allelujahs of Praiſe and" Thankſgiving 


THE CONCLUSION. 


F a good Life be attended with ſo many 
Advantages as, I hope, I have ſhewn 


It is; if it -will -make us live happily, | 
die comfortably, and at laſt intitle * vs, E- 


through. the Merits of our Saviour Feſu 'P 
Chriſt, to an eternal Inheritance in that:... 


ment in this World, and everlaſting Miſery 
holy Converfation and Godlineſs ! and how fted- 


make usin theWaysof God's Laws, and inthe 


I TINT Indig- 


Of a ReLic1ous Liee. 


[ndignation and Abhorrence ſhould we look 
upon Sin ; and with what-Speed ſhould we 

lee from that dreadful Enemy of our Souls, 

which would rob us of our preſent, as well 

6s future, Happineſs! How ſhould the Con- 
ſideration of theſe Things make us take heed Heb, 5. 
leſt there be in any of us an-evil Heart of '** 
Unbelief, in departing from the living God | © 

And how ſtedfaſtly ſhould ' we refolve 76 

have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 

of Darkneſs, but to walk as Children of Light 

in the Ways of true Picty and Holineſs , 

not delaying for one Moment the Care 

of our immortal Souls ! For, the Day 7 ts far 

ſpent, the Night is at Hand, and there is ne 

Time to be loſt. We have a great Work to 

do: a Work that requires and deſerves our 
utmoſt Care and Diligence. If we perform 

it well, great will be our Reward in Hea- 

ven :. for, faithful" is He that has promiſed. 

We may be afſured that if we are dili- 

gent and induſtrious in the Work which - 
God hath affigned to us in this World, owr 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: for, 
if wwe bave our Fruit unto Holineſs, our End 
will be everlaſting Life. But if, inſtead of 


2 working | 


i/ 


ef li, working out our Salvation 4with Fear ani 
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Trembling, that is, with -the greateſt Car 
.and Circumſpedtion, we' are- negligent and 
remiſs in the Service of our great Lord and 
Maſter Feſus Chriſt; if, inſtead of living 
eberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
World, we lead vicious and wicked Lives, 
and ſpend our Days in Sin and Vanity; 
Miſerable will be our Condition both her: 
and hereafter. For, although God is a Being 
_ of infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, and s 

patient and long-ſuffering toward Sinners; 
being unwilling that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come: to Repentance ; yet we 
- muſt remembe?, that he is alſo infinitely 
_ guſt, and will aſſuredly vindicate the Honour 
of his Laws. All Sin and Wickedneſs 1 is ad 
Abomination in his Sight: He is of purer 
Eyes than 40 bekold Iniguity ; ; and if bi 
Wrath be kindled, yea but a little, what will 
become of the Wicked and Ungodly ! No- 


thing but a fincere Repentance and Amend- 


ment of Life, will be ſufficient to ſecure 


them from the Vengeance which he hath} 


threatened to pour down upon all obſtinate 
and rebellious Sinners : but true 'Repen- 
cance will maſt undoubtedly avert his An- 
, ger. 
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ger. He hath declared himſelf to be.a God 
merciful- and gracious, forgiving - Iniquity, 
Tranſpreſſion, and Sin; and hath promiſed 
pardon to all thoſe who, with. hearty 
Repentance and true F aith, turn unta- 
him. He hath no Pleaſure in the Death 


of the Wicked, but that the Wicked ſhould: 
tarn from his Way and live. In order to 


alure us of this his great Love to Mankind 
and of his Deſire to reconcile us to himſelf,. 
He hath ſent his Son, his only, his beloved - 


Son, tuto the World, to the End that all that john iti 
believe in bim ſhould not periſh, but haven6« 


everlaſting Life. 
It hath pleaſed God, of his infinize Good- 


nefs, to eſtabliſh.a moſt gracious Covenant of 


Mercy to Mankind through the Mediation: 
of his own. Son: and the Condition on his 
Partof the Covenant, namely, the. Remiſſion- 


of Sins, is always ready to be made good, 


if we fail not, on our Part, of ſincere Re- 
pentance and a thorough Reformation, of 


our Lives. Our Saviour hath made a full, 
perfet&t, and ſufficient Sacrifice,. Oblation, . 


and Satisfaftion, for the Sins of the whole 


World. He hath ſuffered a- cruel and* 
F 3 C9: 
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ignominious Death upon the Crofs for our 


| Sakes, and by his Death and Suffetinzs bath 
| purchaſed this Grace for us, that real Re. 
| Pentance, and the ſincere Endeavour of per- 


fect Obedience, ſhall be accepted, inſtead of 


| Innocence : but without this Repentaice, 


and renewed Endeavour of -perfe&t Obe. 
dience, we ſhall not be accepted upon any 
Terms. The Sacrifice which Chriſt offered 
uponthe Croſs, although of infinite Value, will 
be of no Avail to us, unleſs, in Conformity 
with his Death and Reſurre&ion, we die unto 
Sin, and riſe 'again into Newneſs of Life. 
Nothing but a good Life will entitle us to 
the Favour and Love of God: and, without 


his Favour, we are of all Creatures the moſt | 


miſerable, Better had it been for us never 


.to have been born, than to have made God 


our Enemy by leading vicious and wicked 
Lives. ' Let it then, above all Things, be 
our great and conſtant Endeavour to make 


Him our. Friend, who is the beſt of Beings; 


_ © the ſovereign Good and Happineſs of all 
FI his Creatures; and the-Fountain and 'Foun- 


EEE , dation. of all our Comforts and Enjoyments 


wy +this Life, and of all our Hopes and Ex- 


Bar | SE | 
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peCtations- in that which- is to come. Let 
us make Religion the great Buſineſs of our 
Lives ; and, while we have Time and Op- 
portunity,. let us .prepare ourſelves, by a 
Life of Virtue and Righteouſneſs, for that 
great Account which we mult one Day give. 
| Let not the Pleaſures and Vanities of this 
World, which will ſhortly have an End, 
| make vs-unmindful of the great and mo- 
mentous Concerns of Eternity.—O Eter- 
nity | how: amazing _ are the Thoughts of 
it !. Who, that conſiders what it 1s to live 
for ever in. a State of endleſs Happineſs or 
Miſery, would: not labour and ſtrive. with 
all his Might, -to ſecure the one and avoid 
the other! Now, this can only be ſecured 37 
or avoided. by. a good Life : for without Ho- prov. xiv, - 
lineſs no. Man. ſhall ſee the Lord. Heaven is*7", Mm 
prepared: for thoſe only who fear God, and _ 
live in a ſtrict Endeavour to perform a per- 
fe&t Obedience to his Will. There ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into that. Holy Place any Thing that 
defileth, neither whatſoever worketh Abomina- 
tion, or maketh a Lie; but they which are 
written in the Lamts Book of Life: and they 
are the Good and Virtuous only, who have 
kept themſelves from the'Pollutions. of this 
F 4 _ wicked 
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© wicked World, and have led a Life of Piety 
and renewed Obedience toward- God. and 


bours. To all others, that. blefſed Lamb of 


ihe Workers of Iniquity, even that merciful 
and compaſſionate Saviour will. ſay, Depart 
from me.—Preadful Words !' Whither ſhalt: 
tuch wretched Souls. go, when they are 
|bidden to depart from the Saviour'of.the 
World 1. Whither, indeed, but to that difs 

mal Place of Hotrour and everlaſting Miſery 

_ Prepared for the Devil and bis. Angels | FS 
May God, of his infinite Mercy, give alt. 

of us Grace to ſee and foHow the Things that 

- belong to our everlaſting Peace in this out 
 _ . Day, leſt they be hidden from our Eyes, and: 
all Opportunities of reconciling; ourſelves. 


May every. one of. us be perſuaded to hear- 
Eccleſ.xii. ken to the Advice of Solomon ! Fear God. 
13, 14+ and keep bis Commandments ;, for, this is the 


Thing, whether it be Good, or whether it be. 
Evil. —And may we always keep in Re-. 
mem brane. 


ECO HL TTUT s. t,t toc a Hh A Pans, Pa, * 


_ of Love and Charity toward their Neigh-. 


God will. declare he knew them mot : to: 


to our offended God. be for ever loſt !-= 


whole Duty of Man. For, God fhall bring- 
every Work into Judgment, and every ferret. 


me 
ble 
for 
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Of © Rxtrerovs Litre, 
membrance that merciful” Cautian- of our 
bleſſed Lord and-Saviour ; Hatch therefore; Matt,xxv;- 
for ye know neither the Day- nor the A," | 
wherein 4s Son of Man cometh, 


” 
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A Moſt glorious Lord Gol, and mereify] ' 


Father' in Chriſt: Jeſus, who, haſt pre- 


pared for them. that love* thee ſuch good- 
Things as paſs Man's Underſtanding, and 
haſt promiſed .to give eternal Life to them - 


who,. by patient Continuance in Well- 


doing, ſeek: for-Glory and Honour and Im-- 
mortality ; Give me, I mott humbly be- 
ſeech thee, a firm and unſhaken Faith in all. 
thy Promiſes ; that, . being fully perſuaded - 


of thoſe important Truths which thou: haſt 


revealed + to us in the Goſpel, I may make 
it the principal - Care and- Coneern. of: my: 


whole Life to pleaſe. and obey thee in all 
Things! And, that I may obtain thoſe 


0m which thou .doſt promule, make me 
F: 5; ER 7 
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to love that which thou doſt command ; and 
grant that, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy 
Spirit, I may be enabled to perſevere in 
the practice of a holy Life, Even to the latt 
Moment of my Days ! 

Let the Hopes and ExpeCtations of that 

, unſpeakable Happineſs. hereafter, which 
thou haſt prepared for thoſe who. live in 
Obedience. to. thy Commandments,. enable: 
me to paſs through. this Vale of Tears and: 
Miſery, with. Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion to: 
thy bleſſed Will, and to bear with Patience: 
whatever Troubles thou; in thy great. Wil. 
dom, ſhalt-ſee fit to lay upon: me; 

O Lord !' give me a Heart raiſed-above the: 
Vanities and Enticements of this World, 
and free from all its: Pollutions and Defile- 


and my Deſires; upon: Heaven and heavenly 
- Things ; that, having alway: in View- that: 


Mark. for the Prize of the-high Calling of 
God in- Chriſt Jeſus :- and, being ſtrength- 
ened by thy Grace, and' ſupported by-thy. 
Holy: Spirit, I may run with: Patience the 


when 


ments. Fix my Thoughts, my: Hopes,.}| 


Crown of Glory. which thou haſt promiſed to. 
thy faithful-Servants, I may preſs toward the. 


ne” wiuch thou: haſt ſet: before us.; that,. 


__Of a Rzr1ciovs Lire. 
when the great Day of Retribution ſhall 
come, I may look up to my moſt merciful 
Judge with Joy and Comfort, and may heat 
| thoſe raviſhing Words pronounced unto. 
me, 'WYell dene, thou good” and faithful Ser- 
vant, enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. 
Grant this, O merciful Father, through the 
alone Merits, and-for the Sake, of my eter- 
nat Advocate and Mediator Jeſus Chrift, 
Amen. ; 
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' ther! in all Humility of Soul and Bo+ 


dy,. we preſent, ourſelyes .before the Throne - 
of thy Majeſty and Glory, acknowledging 
| that we are thy dependent Creatures, and that- 
| from thy bountiful Hand .we have received. 


many and exceeding great Bleſſings, 


By Thee, we were wonderfully. made ;. 
by thy Power we have ever ſince been. 
preſerved ;. and it is owing to thy great- 
Mercy and Goodneſs that we have not- 
been cut: off: in the midſt of our Sins, . 


but that Thou haſt been patient and long- 


ſuffering toward us, and haſt given us. 
this Opportunity of coming -into thy Pre-. 
ſence to renew our. Praiſes and Acknow- . 
ledgments to thy Divine Majefty. O Lord, 
thy Compaſtion. fails not: By Thee we- 
have been preſerved the Night paſt ; and. 


rQ- 


MOST gracious God, and kind Fa-- 


A Morninc-PRAYER,. &c. 


to thy Goodneſs we aſcribe it; that we are 
brought in Health and Safety. to the Be- 


o1nning of this Day. 


Accept,. we humbly pray thee, of our- 
_ unfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies and 
Bleſſings which thou haſt: been pleaſed to - 


| beſtow upon us; and pardon, , we. befeech. 
| Thee, for. the Sake of. thy Son Chrift. 
Jeſus, our great. Unworthineſs - of what . 


Thou haſt done for- us. Give us ſuch a. 
Senſe of thy infinite Love and Kindneſs, , . 
as .may engage us more and more to love : 
and obey Thee, and make us afraid of 


every Thing. that may be Giptaſing | in thy. 
Sight. 

O Lord !* youchfafe -us ſuch a Meaſure - 
of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, as may de. 


fend us. againft the Snares and Tempta- | 


tions of this wicked World, and enable us- 


to. overcome all. our corrupt and finful. 
Deſires. Give us. a true Senſe of the. 


ineſtimable Value of our Souls, that we 
may make it the chief Concern of . vur- 
Lives to work . out our Salvation . with 
the greateſt Care and Diligence, and to 
ſecure an Intereſt in thy Favour, which 1s 
better than Life itſelf. . 


2 With- 


m2 


A'Morninc-PrRayeR 
Withdraw our. Minds from the Love of 


this World, and place them upon Heaven 


and heavenly Things. Give us. Grace to 
uſe the Enjoyinents which thou art. pleaſed 
to beſtow. upon us, with. Temperance, . So- 


| briety,. and Moderation ; ' with. an entire 
"Truſt. and Dependence on_ thy. fatherly 


Care and. good Providence;, and with a 
perfect. Submiſſion. to yh bleſſed Will iy 


all Things. 


O Lord ! root: out of «< our '< ay all 


Pride and. Envy; all Hatred, Malice, and 
11-will. Purify our Hearts from all Cenſori- 


ouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs, from all Lying | 
and Slandering, and from whatever elſe is 
contrary toa truly Chriſtian Spirit : and en- 
due us, we moſt. humbly. pray Thee, , with: 
that Meekneſs. and Humility. which is in 
thy Sight of ſo. great Value, . and with all: 


_ thoſe holy and Chriſtian Diſpoſitions which 


thou loveſt and delighteſt 1 * EIDS 
InſtruR. us. in. all the Los - -of our 


Duty which we owe to.Thee, our Neigh- 
bour, and. ourſelves. Guide: us. by thy 
 Right-hand, and condutt us by thy good. 


Spirit, through all the Buſineſs .and Afairs 


of this Lite, Fetch. us to. act with Faith 


fulneſs: 
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fulneſs and: Honeſty. in every Thing that: _ 
we undertake ; and: give: us: ſuch. a Dread: 
of. thy : Diſpkaſure, and ſuch a. Senſe of 

thy. continual Preſence with us,. as may 

guard us, by thy Grace, againſt. all. the 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſh. and: 
_ the:Devil.. 

Be with us, © Lord, this thes where-9z ;« 19 
ever we go, and in. whatſoever. we. do, & mitted: 
Preſerve us. from the Dangers of. evil ay More- I 
Company ; from the Deceitfulneſs of ouring; ane” 
own Hearts.; and more - eſpecially. from Jeu buy 


thoſe Sins,. 'that. are moſt. apt. to betray # «/ed in- 
and enſnare us. Let thy. Blefſi ng” ” ga to 
accompany. all our | honeſt Labours.; 
and: vouchſafe us-'fuch. a. Meaſure | of. 
Health; and. other temporal. Bleſſings, as 

. thou ſeeſt beſt: and moſt. fitting for us. . We- | 
deſire, O. Lord,. to leave. ourſelves, and: 
all our. Concerns,. in.thy Hands ;. humbly: 
beſceching Thee to take us,. and all that. 
belong to us, under. the. Protection. of thy. 

- good--Providence-;. and. ſo. to. bleſs, dire,, 
and guide us- in this Lite,. that. we may: 
ar- laſt obtain that greateſt of. all. Bleſſings,. 
the eternal Salvation of our. immortal: 


Souls,. through the Merits, and for the 
Sake, 


IT4- a A- M o RNING-> P'xrayr = 
Sake, of thy dear Son, and our alone Sa- 


own, and the Wants of all Mankind, VII 
Our Father, &c.. 


Thi:is to Diſpoſe our Hearts, O Lord, we atk: 
be uſed on 


879ph. get the Intereſt of our Souls, . as to neg- 


a. right Diſcharge of its Duties. With- 


viour Jeſus Chrift-: for whom our Souls 
-adore and praiſe thy glorious . Name, and. 
in whoſe moſt holy-Words we ſum up our 


a Sunday bly. beſeech thee, to a ſerious Attendance 
Morning, ypon thee in- all. holy - Duties. Make us 
« rad duly mindful-of all thy facred Inſtitutions, . 
ing Para- and grant- that we- may never fo far for-. 


le& the religious Obſervance of the- Chri-- 
tian Sabbath... And as thou haſt brought. 
us to the Beginning of this ſacred Day;. 
ſo be thou graciouſly pleaſed to take us- 
into thy ProteCtion, and to- aſſiſt us. in 


_ draw our: Minds from the: Care and Buſi-. 
neſs and Pleaſure of this Life, which will 
ſhortly have an End, that we may more 
earneſtly attend upon the great . Concern. 
of that -far better Life, which 1s to_laſt. 
for ever. Give us awful Thoughts of 
thy oreat Majeſty, and - a lively Senſe of: 
our . own Wants ; that our Prayers and 
Praiſes and all our Seryiows,., may: be of- 

— fered. 
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fered* up in ſuch a ſerious and-devout 
Manner, as may render them acceptable 
in. thy Sight. Make us attentive to thy- 
Holy Word, and to all the good Inftruc-- 
tions that ſhall this Day be given us: and. 
grant. that we may not reſt in mere out- 
ward Performances. but, by a-right Uſe- 
of thy. holy Ordinances, may grow in 
Grace, and become every Day better Chriſ- 
tians, and ſo- improve in all virtuous and. 
godly Living, that, when this ſhort Lite- 
ſhall have an End, we may dwell with Thee- 
in Life everlaſting, through the Merits' of: 
thy Son, and-our alone Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 
for whom our Souls bleſs and praiſe theey 
and in whoſe moſt holy Words we fum up 
our own, and the Wants of all Mankind, 
ſaying, Qur Father, &c.. 


An 
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M O:S T merciful: and gracious Lord 
' God! the Creator,, ,Preſerver,, and 
Governor, of the World.! Fhou art. in- 
finite in Mercy and. Goodnels to all that call. 
upon thee faithfully, and: haſt promiſed, 


that when. two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in thy. Name, thou wilt be in the 


Midft. of them. Look down, we humbly 
|  beſeech thee, upon us thy unworthy Crea- 
tures who are here aſſembled before thee, 
' acknowledging that thou. art a..God greatly 


| to be feared for thy Power and. Juſtice, 


greatly to be beloved for thy infinite Per- 


feftions -and: Goodnefs, and. greatly to be: 
praiſed for thy Bounty and-merciful Kind- 


neſs. But as for ourſelves, we confelſs,. O 


Lord; that we are._vile and ſinful. Creatures ; 


that we have, in many Things, afted'con- 
_ trary to thy moſt holy Will, and' have nei-. 
_ ther loved thee, fearcd theez, nor obeyed: 


thee, 


An Even ine-PrA YER, &c, 
thee, as we ought. O Lord! if thou 
ſhouldſt deal with us as we have deſerved, 
we could expe& nothing from thee but 


the Severities of thy Jon Wrath and Dit- 
pleaſure. 


But, O gracious rater, who delighteft 
not in the Death of .a Sinner, look down 
upon us, we beſeech thee, in thy Son 
Chriſt Jefus; and, for the Sake of his 
meritorious Death and Sufferings, pardon 
our many and great Tranſgreſſions of thy 
holy Laws ; grant that we may amend 
whatever we have done amiſs, and for the - 
Time to come may be more careful to 
pleaſe thee, and more ſincerely devored to 
thy Service and Obedience, 

Convince us, O -Lord, of the Great 
Folly. and Danger of Sin, and make us 
.ſo afraid of offending thee, that we may 
abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and 
do- nothing but what is pleaſing ir thy 
Sight. Let the Intereſt of our immortal 
Souls be our chief-Care and Concern; and 
grant that we may live as becomes the 
Servants of Chriſt, denying all Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, and living- righteouſly, 
ſoberly, and godly, in, this. preſent via ing 
ke | Ub. - 
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But,. as without thee we are not able: 
to pleaſe thee, grant- us. the Aſſiſtance of 


thy Grace and Holy. Spirit, that we may 
paſs through all the Temptations of this 
World. with Peace and Innocence and 


Safety ; and enable us to bear up, with. 


. Courage and. Perſeverance, againſt all the 


Afaults of our great Adverſary t the Devil, 


who 1s daily lying in wait to deſtroy us: 


Sutter _ us not, O mercyul. God,. tO be- 
led away by the vain and fooliſh Cuſtoms: 
of this World, nor. ſeduced from our Duty: 


by. the Company and: Example. of- the: 


Wicked and Ungodly ; but grant that we: 


may make thy Laws the Rule of all our 


Aftions, and faithfully diſcharge 'our Duty: 


in the ſeveral' Stations -wherein thy Provi- 
 Gence is pleaſed to place us - 


Make us duly. mindful that thou- art 


preſent every where, and privy to our 
moſt ſecrer Thoughts:; that we may 


never” dare to do any Thing but what: 


thou approvelt, and of which we may 
not fear to give an account at the great 


and terrible Day of. the Lord Jeſus. O fit 


and prepare ;us for that ſolemn Time by 
a virtuous. and holy Life ! that, when we 


- 


ſball.. 


For @ Fam y; 


thall appear before the great Judge of all 
the World, we may be found-in the Num- 
ber of thoie happy Souls, whom he ſhall 
then pronounce bleſſed. 

Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all Man- 
kind, and bring them- ro the Light and 
Knowledge and Practice of thy Laws, 

Remove, we humbly beſeech thee, all 

Errors and Corruptions, al Diviſions and 
Diſſentions, from every Communion of 
Chriſtians.z and grant -that the Lives of 
thoſe who proteſs themſelves the Diſciples 
of -Chriſt, may be holy and exemplary, and 
| ſuch as are conformable to -the _ of 
_ our bleſſed Saviour. 
"Reform all Things that are amiſs in 
theſe Kingdoms, Root out from among 
us all Irreligion and Profaneneſs, all 
Uncharitableneſs and Animoſities. Pardon 
.our great and crying Sins ; avert the Evils 
that we have deſerved; continue the Light 
of thy glorious Goſpel among us ; and give 
us all Grace'to turn from the Evil of our 
Ways unto Thee the Lord our God ! 

Bleſs our Sovereign Lord the King, 
and all that are in authority under him 
both in Church and State. Make each of 

| Gs them, 
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them, in their ſeveral Places and Stations, 


uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory, and 


the Good and Welfare of this Church and 


Nation. 

And; O Thou, who art the Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Conſolation, look 
down with Pity and Compaſſion, upon all 
thy afflicted Servants every where ; give 
them Courage, and Patience, Comfort 


and Support; and,. in thy good Time, 


a joyful Deliverance out of all their 
Troubles. 
Send down thy Bleſſings Spiritual and 


Temporal upon all our Friends angl *Re- 
lations. Forgive thoſe that have, at 


any Time, done or wiſhed us Evil ; 'and 


vouchſafe to every one of us, and to all - 
_ Chriſtians, whatever thou knoweſt to be beſt 


for our temporal and eternal Welfare. 
.And now, O Lord, we deſire with all 
Humility of Soul and Body, to adore thy 


- incomprehenſible . Majeſty, and to praiſe 


thy great and glorious Name, for all 
thy manifold Mercies- vouchſafed to us 


and all Mankind , but, above all, for 
- thy aſtoniſhing AOJE. In reconciling the 


2 . and 
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for. a Pity: | 


wWottd unto thyſelf by. the Death and Suf-- 
ferings of thy dear Son. 

We bleſs thee for our Creation and Pre- 
ſervation, for our Health, Strength, Peace, 
and Safety; for the Comforts” and Con- 
veniencies of -this Life, and the Hopes and 
ExpeCtations of afar better, through thy 
tender \Merctes in Chriſt Jeſus. 

O Lord, imprint in our Hearts ſuch a 
deep Senſe of thy. Mercies, that we may 
ſhew forth thy Praiſe not only with our 
Lips, but in our Lives, by giving up our- 
ſelves to thy Service, and by walking be- 
fore thee in Holineſs and Rightcouſneſs all 
the Days of our Lives. Fs: 
| We confeſs, O Lord, that we are un- 
- worthy of the leaſt of all thy Favours; 
but, in Confidence of thy infinite Mercy 
and Goodneſs, we do in great Humility 
recommend ourſelves, our Souls, and Bo- 
dies, and all that belong to us, to thy fa- 
therly Care and good Providence ; humbly 
beſeeching thee, who art. our only Safety 
' and Defence, to take us this Night under 
thy Almighty Protection, and to give thy 
holy Angels Charge over us, that no Evil 


comes near to hurt us. 
Refreſh 


T22 An Eveninc-PraAveRr for a Fanity., 
Refreſh our Bodies with-quiet Reſt and 
'Sleep, and our Souls with the Comforts of 
thy Holy Spirit: and, when thou ſhalt 
\:think fit to-remove us out of 'this World, 
-give us everiaſting Reſt and Peace in thy 
ternal Kingdom, through the Merits, and 
For the Sake of our bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, who hath taught 

ws, when-we pray,.to ſay, Our Father, &c. 
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4 Moznnee: PRAYER for a Penzon in 
| Tres PRIVATE, 


MOST great, moſt Lakhs ne 
moſt glorious Lord God ! look down: 
from the Habitation of thy Holineſs. upon 
me thy unworthy Creature, who am come' 
into thy Preſence to adore thy incompre-- 
henſible Majeſty, and to preſent before thee 
the Morning Sacrifice of my unfeigned' 
Praiſes, for the many and. undeſerved Mer- 
cies thou haſt beſtowed upon me. 
© Lord, 1- acknowledge, that to thee of 


Right belongs eternal Honour, Glory, Praiſe, 


and Adoration; for thau art the Sovereign 


' Lotd of Heaven and Earth, by: whom all 


Things were made, and - by whoſe infinite. 
Power and. AER they exiſt, and: are 
preſerved. 

Bleſſed ' be” hy onſpedkable Goode, 
which hath' advanced me to ſuch a Degree 
of Being, that 1 am in ſome meaſure &@- 

__ Cp Pays - 
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pable to know thee, to love thee, to ſerve 
thee, -and to obey thee. 


Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, that 1 was 
Horn of Chriſtian Parents, and early dedi- 


cated to thee by Baptiſm ; that by thy 


Grace and Goodneſs I have been preſerved 
to this Moment ; and that I have in any 
meaſure eſcaped the.  Folluddas of this 
wicked World. 

I bleſs thee likewiſe, © Link for all thy 
temporal Mercies, and in particular for the. 
Refreſhments of the Night paſt; for pro- 

tefting me from all evil Accidents; and for 


raiſing me up in Health : and OF to praiſe 


thy Goodneſs, 

Pardon, O moſt gracious God, all my un- 
worthy inattentions to the daily inſtances of 
thy exceeding Kindneſs and Mercy; . and 


 wouchſafe me ſuch a Senſe of thy infinite 


Love, as may inſpire me with more vige- 


- rous and hearty Endeavours to ſerve thee 


for the Time to come. 
'© Lord, I acknowledge that I am a 

weak and frail Creature, and that without 

thy Help 1 am not able to bear up againſt 


the Trials and Temptations of this World. 
'B ve ſince thou baſt promuſed to give thy 


"IO 


- 


for a PexSoN in Privacy. 
_ Holy Spirit to them that-aſk it, I am-ett- 


boldened to-implore: his divine Affiftance to 


ftrepgrhen my Weakneſs, to-help my -Infir- 
mities, and 4o to fortify my Mind, that 1 


may 'not- be tempted above what I am able 


to bear,-'nor ſeduced from my-Duty to thee, 


by the deceitful Inticemerits of the World, 
the Fleſh, or the Devil. 


Root out of my Fleart, O God, all Pride: 


and Vain-glory ; all Bitterneſs and uncha- 
riableneſs; all Envy, Hatred, and Malicez 
and ſuffer me not to be led away by any of 
the foolifh+ Cuſtoms” and falſe Maxims of 
this World. /And, O merciful Father, be 


thou pleaſed, |of thy great Goodneſs, to en- 


due me with that Wiſdom which is from 
above, which 1s firft pure, and then peace- 
able ; with that Meekneſs and Humility, 


which is in thy Sight of ſo great Price; 


and with. that traly. Chriſtian Temper and 


Diſpoſition, och thou lovelt and delight- 


Et 1 411, | 

Lord, ſanRify unto- me all thy fatherly 
Difpenſatiens, and let: every Thing, Thou 
fhalt think fit to ſend me, prove a Bleſ- 
ſing and, Advaritage to my, Soul,” Give 
oo | me 
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_ me Grace to: be entirely ſubmiſſive'and con- 
tented under- all the Afiions, Trials, and 
Diſappointments, which "thy Wiſdom: ſhall 
judge 'proper in order to bring me to thy- 
felt; and grant that by every Adverſity 
that ſhall befall me, I may be weaned from . 
. this World, ahd more cloſely united. unto 
thee. | 2 
|  Make' me ' always mindful of | 'my. own. 
. Frailty; of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty 
of this Life ; and of the 'Eternigy of the 
next. ' Give me Grace ſo to live, as I ſhall 
- with I had done when I come to: die, Let 
not Sickneſs or Death ever ſurprize me un- 
awares, or find me. in_a State. unprepared.z 
but grant that 1 may finiſh che great Work, 
which thou haſt given me to do, before the 
Night cometh, when no-Man can work:30 
let me live in ſych a conſtant Preparation 
for my latter End, that how ſuddenly. ſoever 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to take me our of this 
World, I may be found ready for my great 
Account, through the Merits of my bleſſed | 
Saviour ane Redeomer Jeſs Chriſt, | 
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- Be with' me, O. Lord, this /Day in all 74 is 7s 
Places, and upon All Occafions. Direa * " RTE 


a Suns 


and guide, - ſanQify and preſerve me. 4s Morn= 


Keep me | both outwardly in my Body, x. gt 
and inwardly in my Soul. Let thy Bleſ- bone may 


fing . accompany all my honeſt Deſigns #7 S;. | ies 
and Actions; and. grant. that, IT mayy: 
undertake nothing 'but what: 1s agree- 

able to thy bleſſed Will, Give unto me, 

and all that belong to me, ſuch a Mea- 

ſure of Health, and other. temporal Bleſ- 

ſings, as thou. ſeelt beſt and moſt fitting 
for: us but, above all things, give us thy 

Grace and Favour ; that. our Lives may 

be holy, our Deaths comfortable, and our 
eternal State happy and glorious with thee, 
through* rhe- Merits of 'thy Son and our 

alone Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous; 

| in whoſe moſt holy Words I ſum- -up my 

own and the Wants of all Mankind, Jaying, | 

Our. Father, &c. 

_ Accept, I beſeech thee, o moſk graci- Ujon Sun- 

ous God, my hearty, Deſires to glorify | thee day Morn- 
In an eſpecial manner on this Day, which & geen 


of the pre- 
thou haſt peculiarly ſandtified for thy ceding A 
W orſhip and Service. | ft 
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I: bleſs thy holy Name, O- Lord, who. 


by thy Almighty Power madeſt the Hea-. 
vens and. the Earth and all that therein is, 


and preſerveſt. and governeſt. all that thou 
haſt. made. 


1 bleſs thee, O Lord, who hath formed. 
Man »after thine own. image, enduing him- 


with Underſtanding, Reaſon, and Liberty ;. 


and made him capable. of knowing, of lo-. 


vidg, and of enjoying thee his Creator. 


Above all,” I bleſs and magnify thy. 
holy Name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 
that thou, haſt given-thine only Soo, Jeſus. 
Chriſt, for the. Redemption of Mankind , 


that he took our Nature upon him ;. that 


he died for. our Sakes ; that he is. riſen. 
again from the Dead ;. that. he aſcended. 


into Heaven, and that he there fitteth at 


thy. right Hand, to: make. interceſſion -for- 
us ; that he hath made known to us the. 


Way to eternal Life, enlightening us by. 


his Word for our Direction, arid. his Holy- 


Spirit for our Aſſiſtance. 


Bleſſed be. thy Holy Name, chat. thou. 
| haſt, appointed this Day, not only' for a 


Reſt from our ordinary Labours.and Em- 


ployments, but "9 for a. perpetual; | 


_ Comme. 


fora Peron mn Privars. 


Commemoration of theſe thy Favours, and 
for giving us ſtated Opportunities for thy 


eur immortal Souls. 

My Soul. deſires to bleſs thee, that thou: 
haſt made me a Partaker of all theſe ineſti- 
mable Advantages. 

. © Lord, prepare my Heart for attend- 


ing upon thee in thy Houſe, and afford me” 
thy gracious Aﬀiſtance in n all the .Parts of | 


thy Service. 

| Let thy Word make {, and laſting 
Impreſſions upon me, Help me diligently 

- to improve all Opportunities that ſhall be 


private, 'to the Glory of thy great Name, 
and the Benefit and Conſolation of my Soul, 
C_ Jetus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


afforded me this Day, whether public or 


_ TY l 
os , 
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Worſhip and Service, and for the Care of 
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— 


OST great and 4 alk God! ! Thou 


and Earth, the Creator, the Preſerver, - and 
Governor of all things : thou dwelleſt in 
that Light, which no mortal Eye can ap- 
proach ; and yet diſdaineſt not to behold 


the Children of Men. Look down, I 


beleech thee, upon me thy unwarthy Crea- 
ture, who am come into thy Preſence, 
adoring thy Majeſty, and acknowledging 


| that my Dependence is wholly upon thee, 


who art the Author of my Being, and the 


Foundation of all iy FRO both here and 


hereafter. 
'O Lord, I confeſs that [I am a a and 
frail Creature ; my Nature is corrupt, and 


miſerably prone to offend thee, I finda 


Law in my Members warring againſt the 
Law in my Mind which I confels with 
Sorrow, hath too often prevailed againſt 


art the Sovereign Lord of Heaven 


INC. 
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An EvetxING-PRAYER, Oc. 


me;--: The Pleaſures and Profits of this 


World are too apt to engage my Aﬀetions, 
and to' make me cold and' remiſs in the 
great and important Work of my Salvation. 
T have been guilty of manifold Neglects and 
Omiſſions of my Duty towards thee, and 
have not ſerved thee -with that Purity of 


Intention, with that Sincerity of Heart, 
with that Feryency of Spirit, with that Zeal 


for thy Glory, with that Care, and Dili- 
gence, and Conſtancy, that I ought. 
© Lord, if thou ſhouldeſt be ex- 


treme. to mark. what is done amiſs; if- 
thou ſhouldeſt. call. me to a ſtrict Ac-- 


count for my Life paſt;. how. ſhould 


| be able to ſtand in-thy Sight !' If thou - 
thouldett. deal with me as I have deſerved, 
' could expect nothing but the Severities 


of thy Wrath and Diſpleaſure: Bur, . O 
gracious Father, thow- haſt revealed thyſelf 


to the Sons of Men, as a-God merciful and 


_ gracious,” forgiving the-Tranſgreſfſions-and 


Iniquities of the repentant Sinner :'remember 
then, I beſeech thee, thy render Mercies, which 


have been ever of old, and +6 the Sake and 


8; 5 Merits. 
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An Eveninc-Prayer 


Merits of my bleſſed Saviour, forgive, T 
humbly pray thee, all.the Sins and Vanities, . 
the Follies and Indiſcretions of my. Life paſt. 
O! referve not. my. Sins to be puniſhed in 
the Day of thy Wrath-and Diſpleaſure, but 
blot. them. out of thy Remembrance; . that: . 
they. may .never-riſe up. to my Confuſion 
here, nor to my Condemnation hereafter. 

'O! enable me, by the Afliſtance of thy: 
Grace, to.- reform; whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs. 
in the Temper-and Diſpoſition of my: Mind, 
_ or in-any of the Actions of.my. Life ; that I: 
may. loye thee-more, and ſerve thee-better,. 
and do thy Will with greater Care. and Dit-. 
ltigence, than I have yet. done. 

'O Lord ! keep up in my. Mind a.lively: 
Senſe of my Duty towards thee, and of that: 
great Account, which I muſt one Day give. . 
Suffer - me not, I beſeech thee, o-Fall inc 
a. careleſs and unthinking State, nor to be- 
unmindful-of that one Thing needful; the. 
Salvation of my immortal .Soul. Make me. 
_ . ſenſible. of thoſe: dreadful Threatnings, . 
which thou haſt denounced agamſt :Sinners,. 
that whatever elſe 1-leave. undone, I may 
make it my chief Care. and . Concern to ſe- 

CUrE. 


for & PzRxSON #4 PRIVATE. 


eure-an Intereſt in thy Favour. \And, O'_ 


merciful Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy 
great Goodneſs, ſo to affiſlt my weak and- 
feeble Endeavours, that | may not be un- 
ſucceſsful in a Matter of ſuch vaſt Con-- 
CEIN. 

| Root out of my Heart,. © God, by the- 
powerful Efficacy of thy Grace, all ſinful- 
and corrupt Aﬀections. Wean me from- 
| the Vanities and Pleaſures of this World ; 
and give me a full ConviCtion of the Un-. 
certainty - and Inſufficiency of all Things - 
here below, O! let me never ſeek. for: 
Happineſs in the Enjoyments of this: Life ; 
but grant. that I may daily aſpire after- 
that eternal and unchangeable Stare of: 
felicity hereafter, which thou haſt re- 


ſerved for | thy. faithful- Servants: to: 


which, I beſeech thee, of thy.infinite Love: 
| and Mercy, to bring me, through the Me- 


Tits, and for the Sake, of thy: dear SON, | 


| Feſus C briſt, our Lord. 

Extend thy Mercy,  O God, to all Man 
Kind : In.a more particular Manner, I pray- 
thee to be gracious to theſe ſinful Nations - 
to which I oO: ; MM pron our great and : 
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An EvEnNIiNG-PRAYER 


crying Sins; to tvert the Judgments which 
we have moſt juſtly deſerved; and to put 
away from us the Spirit of Profaneneſs and 
Infidelity, of Malice and Uncharitableneſs ; 
that- thou mayeſt delight to. dwell. amongſt 
us, and be our God, and we thy People: 


Bleſs and preſerve our Sovereign Lord 
King GEORGE, and' grant that all who are 
in Authority under him may faithfully en- 
deavour to promote. thy glory, and the 
Good and Weltare of this. Church and. 

Nation. 


Look with Pity pe coat upon n al 
thy aflited Servants: be a Father to the 
Fatherleſs.; heal- the Sick ;. ſupply the 
Wants of the Poor and Needy-; z and- grant. 
that whatſoever is wanting of outward: Coms 
forts to any. one, may be abundantly made 

up by the inward Conſolations of thy Holg: 
Spirit. | 


Bleſs all my Friends and: | Refations, 
eſpecially =— ; reward all who have done: 
'me Good ; forgive all who have: done. or- 
wiſhed me Evil; and vouchſafe to every 
one of us, from the higheſt. tothe loweſt, 


_ what«- 


for a PerSON in Private, 


whatever-in thy great Wiſdom thou know-- 
eſt .to be needful both for our: Souls and 


Bodies. 


And now,. O- moſt merciful F ae. Ls: 
an humble Senſe of thy. great Goodneſs,” L 
adore and praiſe. thy-glorious Name, 'for. all 


the Manifeſtations, of thy Love and. Kind. 
neſs vouchſafed unto me. | bleſs thee for 


my Being ; for my Reaſon,. and all the, En-. 
dowments and Faculties of my' SouT and 


Body ; for my. Health, Friends, Food: and 


Raiment ; and all the other Comforts . and 


Conveniencies I enjoy ; for thy.” continual; 

Care and watchful Providence. over me,. 

through: the whole Courſe of. my Life; and,. 

particularly, for. the Preſervation and Pro-- 
tetion of me the Day paſt.. 


Give-me Grace; I beſcech thee, to make* 
a right. Improvement of all thy. Bleflings;: 
and be thou graciouſly pleaſed to take me, 
and all that belong to me, this Night under- 


the Carezand Procetion: of thy "Fatherly 


Providence. Give thy holy. Angels Charge 
over us ;. and grant- us {fuch Refreſhment of- 


Soul and Body as may enable us chearfully 
to. go through the Dutics of that Station 
wherein 


ZE: 
2 
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An EvVENING-PRAYER, &c.. 


wherein.thou haſt placed us. And when thou 
ſhalt be pleaſed to remove us out of this 


| World, O! let us be found in the Number 
of thy faithful Servants, through the Merits 


of our-Blefſed Saviour and Redeemer, Fe/us- 
Ebriſt :- for whom my. Soul doth bleſs. and 
praiſe thee, and in whoſe moſt holy Words 
Eſum up all our Wants, -ſaying, 


Qur. Father, &C.. 
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A! PRavER, which may be added to the 
_ daily EvENING-PRAYER;. on the 
 Lonv's Dar... 


' Again return: my-' moſt humble. and- 
hearty. Thanks: to thee,. O Lord my. 
God, . for the ſpecial bleſſings. of this 
thy ſacred Day ;: that- I have: been - ad-. 
mitted to- the great- Privilege. of. Joining: 
with: thy. faithful: People,. in "their- Aſſem-- 
| blies for public Worſhip, and to offer- up.: 
my. Praiſes and Prayers to thy divine - 
Majeſty, in the: Name: of. our- bleſſed 
Redeemer; to hear thy holy. Word . read 
and preached by. the: Minitters of. thy. 
Goſpel ;. and that I have had farther Op-- 
portunities- for employing. myſelf. more- 
privately in thy Worſhip and the Care of: 
my immortal ſoul. _ 
I earneſtly beſeech. thee, Or®- Lord, to-- 
pardon- al the Wanderings and Diſorders 
of: my- Mind, and whatever elſe thou. 
haſt ſeen amiſs in my Attendance upon. 
thee.:- and graciouſly to. accept my ſin- 
CCre- 
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An Eveninc-PRAYE ; Be. 
cere, though weak,  Endeavours to ſerve 
thee.” - 
Cauſe thy Word, which I have heard or. 
read, to -be impreſt upon my Heart, and. 
to bring forth the Ft ruits of a woly” and 
religious Life. —_ 

Help me, by the uſe of al ths appointed 
Means of Grace and Salyation, to grow in 


_ Grace, and in the Knowledge of my Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chrift; fitting me more and 


' more for ſeeing and enjoying-thee' my God, 
and my bleſſed Redeemer, 'in the Life'to 


come : and grant, that when I ſhall ceaſe 


ts praiſe and ſerve thee with: thy Saints 
on Farth, I may continue to' be ſo 'em-. 


PRyen with the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven. 
' T heartily beg the ſame- bleſfings'for all 

my Fellow Chriſtians, recommending, nx 

and myſelf to' thee, my heavenly Father; 


- the Words; arid through the- Intercefion =Y 


Jeſus Chriſt thy Ig. our why NIOSand. 


and Advocate: 


Our Father. &c, : 


4 


wo - 
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A Moxxino. PRAYER for a young 
| PERSON. 


Lord, my. ind; Father, hum- 
bly adore thee, as the Maker and 
Governous of the World, the Authour of 
my Being, the Preſerver of my Life, and 
the Giver of every good Thing, 

 T heartily thank thee for the comfortable 
Reſt. which I have enjoyed the. Night paſt. 
| that thou haſt preſerved me in Safety, and 

_ raiſed me up. in Health, I 

I bleſs thee for all thy Mercies to. me, 
ever ſince I came into the World, and 
eſpecially for thoſe Advantages thou haſt 
given me, of being Inflricted and Im- 
proved in the Knowledge of thee,. the 
only true God, and of Jeſus Chriſt my 
=> &. 

Grant, Oo God God'! that the TIS 
of thy Favours may ſo deeply affe&t my 
Heart, that I may ſhew forth my Thank 
fulncls, in the whole Courſe of my Life. 
| . I ai. 


A Monnrnc-Prayz . 
I am. thine, O Lord, by Creation, by Re- 
demption,, by my Baptiſm and Chriſtian: 
Profeſſion, by all the Obligations which: 


thou haſt laid upon me: I deſire .to- be - 
' thine alſo, by a willing Dedication. of my- 


ſelf to thee every Day of my Life, and by 
a conſtant and faithful Eaexvour to ap- 
prove myſelf tor thee. 

TI beſeech. thee, in thy great Mercy, 
through the Mediation of my. bleſſed Re- 


deemer, to pardon. all my paſt Offences,. 


and to enable me, by thy Grace, to diſcern- 
and to: amend whatſoever 1s amiſs in-me. 


Help me ever to remember the Chriſtiane 


Principles which I have trarned, and the 
pious [nſtruftions which have been giver- 
me; and never'to depart” from the good 
Way in which I have been taught to walk. 
Incline my- Heart to all that is good:: 
grant that I may be modeſt and humble 
in my Carriage and Behaviour ;. chaſte and' 
pure in all my Thou:;hts, Words, and 
Actions ; true and jult in all my Dealings ; 
reſpectful and. obedient to my Super1iours z 
innocent and inoffenſive in my whole Con- 


verſacion; faithful and diligent in the Diſ- 


charge of all the Duties- of: that State and 
' Can» 


for a YounG PERSON 
Condition of Life, ' wherein thou haſt 
placed me-: and teach. me to fear. and 
love thee, my God, above all. Things ; and 
to do to all others, as I would they ſhould: 
do unto me, 

Make me perfectly contented with my: 
Condition, and thankful to thee, who haſt 
given me all Things neceſſary for Life and: 
Godlineſs, Let thy good Providence al- 
ways take Care of: me, and let me never- 
place my Truſt and Confidence. in any. 
Thing but. in thee. 

Take me, | beſeech thee, i into thy Pro- 
tection this- Day; keep me, if it be thy. 
good Will, in-Health and Safery.. Preſerve: 

me from the Vanity of my own, Heart, and: 
from the Temptations of the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil. Help me (through: 
a Senſe of thy conſtant Preſence with me,. 
and of- the Account I am.to give unto thee). 
ſo to govern all. my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, that I may refle&t upon them with. 
Satisfa&tion at the Cloſe of this Day. 

Let thy Bleſſing be upon. every Member-. 
_ of this. Family : Upon all. my Relations. 
and Friends ; upon all,, whom I ought. and 
whom T deſire to pray for, 

| L bums. 


An EvEniNC-PRAYER 


: TI humbly commit both myſelf and them 
to thee, O my God, in the Name of Jeſus 
Ciwriſt our Saviour, and in the Words which 
he himſelf has taught me. 
Our Father, &c. 
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An -EveninG- Praver for a Youxo 
PERSON. 


'OST gracious. God; - my. io: 
 venly Father, as | began, _ fo I 
Jefire always to. end the Day, with 
blefling thy Holy Name, and imploring 
- oy Favour. | 

_ - Honourand Worlhip, Praiſe and ThankC. 
_ giving are due to thee from every under- 
ſtanding and reaſonable Creature.. I hear- 
tily bleſs thee, that I am in that. Number 
whom. thou haſt made to ſerve and. love 
thee, and that thou haſt moreover revealed 


thyſclf to me, by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt my 


Redeemer, . and encouraged me to call. upon 
thee in his Name... 
"I humbly thank thee for thy daily, Care 


of. me, and d particularly for that good Pro- 


vidence 


\ 
a 
c 
t 
] 
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for a bs 6 PzRSON:; 


videdce' my hath been over me the Day 
paſt; that thou haſt preſerved me from the 
many Evils to which I am juſtly liable; 


and haſt beſtowed upon me fo many good 
Things which I have not deſerved eſpeci- 


ally, for whatſoever thou haſt enabled 'me 
to do, which is acceptable in thy Sight, and: 
which I can refleE&t upon with Satisfaction. - 
” I humbly: bewail, O' Lord, the 'great 
Weakneſs and' Corruption of my Nature; 
and the. many Errours and Tranſgreſſions 
of my Life, I humbly beg thy Mercy in 
the Pardon of all my Sins, throueh the 
Mediation of ty bleſſed Redeemer; parti- 


cularly of whatſoever thou haſt ſth amils. 


in . me this Day, SHONE. ; 1n my T ROUgate, 
Words, or 'A&tions, ' ; 

Grant, O Lord, that” the - Senſe of © my 
Unworthineſs may- always keep me humble; 
and work in'-me kn' unfeigned Repehtance 
of all *my Sins ; ' aid Jer'the Remembrance 
of then ever- excite me to a- greater Care 
and Watchfulneſs for the - Time - to come: 
Strengthen in me every good Purpoſe and 
Reſolution. '. 'Whatſoever' Part of my Duty 
I know" not; do thou teach me; and wherein I 
WAVES e amils, - help me ro do ſono more, 


*'2 | ; Leave 
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A: Eveninc PRAYER 

Leave -me not, O Lord, -at any Time 
ito myſelf, nor in the Hands of my qpiri- 
'tual Enemies. Preſerve me from thoſe 
*Circumſtances, that would 'prove a Snare 
or Temptarion 'to me. Let thy good Spi- 
Tit, continually enlighten and ſanctify my 
Mind ; directing and affiſting me through 
the whole Courle of my Life. 

Fill me with a Senſe of my. conſtant 
and entire Dependence upon thee, that 1 
may always commir myſelf to thy Care, and 
tbe ever ſatisfied with thy Diſpoſal of me. 

Teach me ſo to number my Days, that 
1 may apply my Heart to true and hea- | 
venly Wiſdom. Help me to live in a 
daily Preparation for my great Change, 
keeping my Conſcience void of Offence, 
both towards Thee, and towards Men : 
and. grant that. I may be- always ſo em: 
ployed, as I ſhall wiſh I had been when 
I come to die; that whenſoever thou, ſhalt 


| _ think fit to call me out of this World, I 


may readily and thankfully exchan e. it 
for a better, 

Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy gra- 
cious ProteCtion this Night. Preſerve me, 
x it be thy good Wa, in Health and 
| 2 Safety, 


Jor a Younc Prxr30x, 


Safety 3 an4 grant me that Reſt which may 


retreſh- my Body, and diſpoſe me to ſerve 


thee chearfully, both in Ty and wo. 
the enſuing Day. 

| heartily deſire the Good of all Man- 
kind, and pray unto thee for the Purity, 
the Peace, and the Enlargement, - of thy 
- Holy Church; for thy DireQion and Afſiſ- 


| tance of all its Governours and Paſtors, par- 
zicularly thoſe under whoſe Guidance 1 am 


placed ; (for the. Welfare of my Country ; 


| for a Blefling upon the King, and all in 


Authority under him ; for the Relief and 
Comfort of all that are in AMiction ; 'for 
all my Friends and Relations; beſeeching 
thee to hear and to accept me, and all thar 
call upon thee, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
our only Lord and Saviour, why hath __ 
me thus to pray : 
Cur Father, &c. 
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BOOKS printed for W, and W. GINGER, 


Humiliation. -2. For the Sick. 
- with Child. Part III. Conſiſting of an Office for 


Cambridge. 


_ in College-Street, Weſtminſter, 


I PARAPHRASE and Comment upon 
| the Epiſtles and Goſpels, appointed to be 
uſed in the Church of England on all Sundays 
and Holidays throughout the Year. *By GeorGtE 
STANHOPE, D. D. late Dean of REerDUry. 
4 Vols. large 8vo. : 
IT. The Chriſtian's Pattern : or, -l Treatiſe « 


| the Imitation of Jeſus Chrift.” In Four. Books. 


Written rad. quen © in Latin by THomas i Kem- 
PIs. Now rendered into Engliſh To which 


_ are added Meditations and Prayers for ſick Per= 
ſons, by GEORGE STANHOPE, D. D. late Dean 


of Canterbury, 8vo. . 
HI. A New Manual of Devotions. in three "eng 


Part I. Containing Prayers for Families and Pri- 


vate Perſons. Part I. Containing Ofkices, Of - 
3. For Women 


the Holy Communion : - To which are added ſome 
Occaſi onal Prayers, I2mo. 

IV. A Brief Expoſition of the Church. Catechiſm 
by Way of Queſtion and Anſwer, with Proofs 
from Scripture. Divided into Five, Parts, and 
Twelve Sections, wherein a plain Account is given 
of, I. The Chriſtian Covenant. II. The Chriſ- 
tian Faith. III. The Chriſtian Obedience. IV. The 
Chriſtian Prayer. V. The Chriſtian Sacraments, 
By Dr. Joan WILLIAMS) late Lord Biſhop of 
Chicheſter. :- '-_ > 

V. Lectures on that Part of the Church Ca- 
techiſm, .commonly called, The Apoſtles Creed. 
By THOMAs BENNE: A, of Trinity College, 
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Written originally in Latin by THomas a Kem- 
PIs. Now ted into Engliſh. To which 
are added Meditations and Prayers for ſick Per- 


| ſons, by GeorRGE STANHOPE, D. D. late Dean 
of Canterbury, 8vo. 2 
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Humiliation, 2. For the Sick. 3. For Women 
with Child. Part III. Conſiſting of an Office for 
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Occaſional Prayers, 12mo. i 

TV. A Brief Expoſitionof the Church-Catechiſm, 
by Way of Queſtion and Anſwer, with Proofs 
from Scripture. Divided into Five, Parts, and 
Twelve Sections, wherein a plain Account is given 
of, I. The Chriſtian Covenant. II. The Chrif- 
tian Faith. III. The Chriſtian Obedience. IV. The 
Chriſtian Prayer. V. The Chriſtian Sacraments, 
By Dr. Joynn WiLLIAaMs, late Lord Biſhop of 
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V. Lectures on that Part of the Church Ca- 
techiſm, .commonly called The Apoſtles Creed. 
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